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HILLFORD CONFIMATIOK 



CHAPTER L 

THE parish churcli of Hillford stood amidst 
lofty elm trees, in the centre of a beau- 
tiful English village. 

It was an out-of-the-way place, far re- 
moved from any large town, and out of the 
beaten track of travellers. It had not even 
a railway station within six miles of it, so 
that it is not to be wondered at that the vil- 
lagers were homely, and their ideas simple, 
and primitive in their habits. 

One cold, blustering day in Marck^ ^ 
group of girls stood liiigeTYix?>o\i*0ciJ^^^2s^^^"' 
steps after the younger c\o\9Lr^TL V^^ ^^^^^^^ 
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home, seeming much interested in the sub^ 
ject they were discussing. 

"What did your mother say, Bessie?** 
said Jane Prynne, a tall, heavy-looking girl 
of fifteen. 

"Mother does not care one way or the 
other," said Bessie Sutton, " she 'd as soon I 
was confirmed as not, if I 've a mind to it, 
only I know she '11 make a fuss if I say I '11 
have a new bonnet for it ; but I shall leave 
that till nearer the time, and then I shall 
tell her I mean to have a white net one, 
with red roses in it." 

"I do believe," said Sarah Gardiner, a 
sharp, unamiable-looking girl, "that the 
bonnet and the roses is all you 'U be think- 
ing of till May." 

" You 've no right to say that, Sarah," said 
Bessie ; " of course I wish to be confirmed, 
now I am grown so big ; and if I am to go 
to Fairfield to the bishop, I'll go decent, 
you may depend, whatever it may cost" 

Bessie, as she said this, gave a toss to her 
pretty head, and looked rather scornfully at 
Sarah's sallow complexion, and shorty stumpy 
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figure. Poor child ! she forgot the greatest 
ornament she might have wished to wear, 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price. 

" Come home with me, Jane/' said Sophy 
TumbuU, a small, fair child, who had not yet 
spoken. 

Jane Prynne rose from the step on which 
she had been seated, and followed Sophy at 
once, and the two turned into a field, and 
proceeded along a by-path together. 

These two girls were great friends, though 
very different one from the other. Sophy 
was small, fair, and fragile, and looking 
as if a puff of wind would blow her away, 
while Jane was a big, awkward-looking 
girl, who, though she seemed both older and 
stronger than her companion, was in reality 
entirely led and governed by the gentle 
little Sophy. 

" What did you think, Sophy," said Jane, 
" when Mr Manners told us about the Con- 
firmation? Don't you think you shall be 
frightened?" 

" I don't know," said Soi^Ikj \ '' oH. ^civxcs*^'^ 
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is very awful, and very solemn, but I think I 
am glad, on the whole, that the bishop is 
coming this year instead of next. Dick was 
saying to me this morning that he should 
like to be confirmed too, so I shall ask him 
this evening what he thinks about it." 

" Ay, do," said Jane, " and tell me in the 
morning what he says. You see my mother 
has no time for such things. What with 
toiling and moiling all day with the chil- 
dren, she never has time even to dress her- 
self, and come to church on a Sunday." 

"I wish I knew about the Holy Com- 
munion," said Sophy. 

" Oh, Sophy, you never mean to say that 
you should think of staying for that," said 
Jane ; " I thought it was only for old people, 
or at least for those who have plenty of time 
and teaching." 

"I don't think that," said Sophy, "I remem- 
ber hearing Miss Manners say once that if 
one was old enough to be confirmed, one was 
old enough to receive the Holy Communion, 
and I think it would help one to be good, and 
k to remember one's Confirmation." 
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"Well, said Jane, " I am sure I should be 
afraid. I know I am not good enough to 
stay, and if I were to, all the neighbours 
would call me stuck up and proud, and that 
would make me worse than ever.** 
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CHAPTEE 11. 

THE girls had by this time reached a lane 
in which their two houses stood. 

The Tnmbulls' cottage was small and 
thatched, with a pretty garden, which, early 
as it was, already showed some bright spring 
flowers. 

The Prynnes' house wfas larger, but untidy, 
and with a great air of neglect ^nd discom- 
fort about it. The garden-gate was broken, 
and left wide open, so that the few cab- 
bages, which were the only things growing 
there, were trampled and broken down by 
any stray animal that chanced to pass down 
the lane. 

As it was with the houses, so, as is gener- 
ally the case, it was with the inhabitants. 
Matthew Prynne, Jane's father, was a shep- 
herd, who had regular work on Farmer 
Dobson's land, but he was not a sober 
man, and so of course his family suffered. 
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His wife was a slatternly woman, always 
behind-hand with her work, and worn to 
death with poverty, and the cares of a large 
fanuly. 

Jane was her eldest daughter, and had 
been generally kept at home to mind the 
babies, instead of being sent to school. 
Now, however. Miss Manners, the vicar's 
sister, had started a working class twice a 
week, and had persuaded Mrs Prynne to 
allow Jane to attend. It was after one of 
these classes that Mr Manners had taken the 
opportunity of announcing the intended Con- 
firmation to the elder girls. 

Sophy Tumbull and her brother Dick 
were orphans. They lived with their grand- 
mother in the pretty thatched cottage in the 
lane. 

Dick was lame, from an accident which 
had happened to him as a baby, and now, 
though he was sixteen years old, he looked 
quite like a child, as he was short and slight 
for his age, and his very fair hair and blue 
eyes gave him a remarkably youthful appear- 
anc& He was apprenticed to a shoejcaaJ^^st, 
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and was a clever boy, and making rapid 
progress in his trade. 

Mrs Turnbull was very anxions to get 
Sophy a place as honse-maid, or young 
lady's-maid, as soon as she was old enough ; 
and, being a sensible woman, thought it was 
very important that she should be well 
taught while she was young. She therefore 
had always made a point of sending her regu- 
larly to school, and now Sophy, though she 
hardly looked more than ten years old, was 
at fifteen the head girl in the school, and 
really far advanced in the ordinary branches 
of education. 

Dick had not come home from his work 
when Sophy entered the cottage, and as her 
grandmother had got everything ready for 
tea, she had nothing to do but to sit down 
and take out her work. 

As she did so, she began telling her grand- 
mother of Mr Manners' visit to the school, 
and that the time was fixed for the Confir-' 
mation. 

" Did he ask you if you would like to be 
confirmed?" said Mrs TumbulL 
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" Yes, granny," said Sophy, colouring with 
pleasure; "he said he should come and 
speak to you about it. You do not obiect, 
granny, do you ?" she continued, seeing that 
Mrs Tumbull looked grave. 

" My dear child, you are old enough ; you 
are fifteen years old, though you do look so 
young ; it is not that that I am afraid of; it 
is that I do not know if you have thought 
sufficiently about it to make up your mind 
really what a solemn vow you are about to 
take upon yourself." 

"Dear granny," said Sophy, her voice 
trembling, and large tears rushing into her 
blue eyes, " I should like to be confirmed so 
much ; I feel sure that it would help me to 
be good, only it would be dreadful to fall 
back and do wrong afteryrards." 

" It is not the fact of being confirmed that 
can make you good, Sophy," said her grand- 
mother; "it is the grace of God given by 
Christ Himself to those who ask Him, and it 
is right that when we are old enough to 
understand our duty, we should take on our 
own heads the vows made for ua '^Idl^bg. ^^ 
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were infants by our godfethere and god- 
mothers. But Mr Manners will be able to 
explain this to you much better than I can, 
and here he is now coming up the garden." 

Mrs Tumbull opened the cottage-door, 
and received the vicar with a bright smile 
and a respectful curtsey, and, dusting a 
chair with her apron, begged that he would 
be seated. 

" I am glad to find you and Sophy both at 
home," said Mr Manners ; " I called to speak 
about the Confirmation, as I daresay you 
have guessed." 

"Yes, sir," said Mrs TumbuU. "Sophy 
was just telling me of it as you came in. I 
should like her to be confirmed, if you think 
she is old enough." 

" She is fifteen ye^rs old, is she not V* said 
Mr Maimers, "and she has been regularly 
taught in the Sunday school, and I think she 
knows what a solemn thing Confirmation is. 
Have you thought much about it, Sophy ?" 

" Please, sir, I think I wish very much for 
it, only I don*t know if I am good enough," 
said Sophy. 
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"My child,** said Mr Manners, kindly, 
" that is not the question. We are none of 
lis good enough in one sense, that is to say, 
we none of us deserve the grace of God 
through our own merits, but we know and 
are sure that He wishes us to strive for it to 
help us to be good, and that as we were 
made members of His Church by baptism, so 
we should take our baptismal vow on our- 
selves as soon as we are old enough to un- 
derstand the nature and solemnity of the 
vow." 

*' I am sure, sir," said Mrs TumbuU, " that 
I am most anxious for Dick and Sophy to 
keep right, and to hold to their Church. I 
am sorry Dick has not come in to hear what 
you was saying, as he is a year older than 
Sophy, and wishes very much to be confirmed 
too." 

" I was just going to speak about Dick," 
said Mr Manners ; " I was going to say that 
I intend holding classes once a-week for the 
boys, and once a-week for the girls, and I 
should like to put down the names of both 
your grandchildren on my list" 
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"Thank you, sir; I will see that they 
attend," said Mrs TurnbulL 

" I think of beginning to-morrow with the 
boys at seven o'clock at the parsonage, and 
Thursday evening, at the same hour, I shall 
hope to see the girls," said Mr Manners; 
"meanwhile, Sophy, I hope you and your 
brother will think very seriously over what 
I have said, and read the Confirmation Ser- 
vice with much attention and quiet thought, 
remembering that you are already soldiers in 
Christ's army, and that you have no right to 
draw back; but you must fight manfully 
against sin, the world, and the deviL If you 
humbly seek to do your duty, and pray for 
God's grace to help you, you need not fear 
that you are unworthy to receive the special 
gift of the Holy Ghost, imparted through the 
"laying on" of the bishop's hands. You 
hope to receive the bishop's blessing, but he 
has no power to bless except as he receives 
it from God. Surely, therefore, it will be 
well for you to inquire what it is which you 
are to engage to do, so that your vow may 
be made sincerely, otherwise Cjtodi, * ^Vo 
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seeth the heart/ will not accept it, and your 
Confirmation, instead of being a blessing to 
you, will be a snare and a curse." 

"Ay, indeed, sir, that is true," said Mrs 
Tumbull ; " God sees our most secret 
thoughts, and we cannot deceive Him." 

"I must not stay longer now,'* said Mr 
Manners, "as I have other people to see, but 
I hope Sophy and I shall have many talks 
on the subject" 

Mr Manners rose to leave, and as Sophy 
held the door open for him to pass out, he 
gave her such a kind smile, that she felt she 
should never be afraid of speaking to him. 
When Dick came home from his work, Sophy 
ran to meet him and told him of the vicafs 
visit and all that he had said. 

Dick was a thoughtful boy, his lameness 
prevented his mixing much with other lads 
of his age, and gave him a taste for quiet 
companions. He was very merry, too, and he 
and Sophy were a happy pair. They were 
very fond of each other, and had h^<scL ^^ 
constantly together that ttieii Nerj >i>assK\.^R&^ 
seemed one and the same. 
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When Slipper was over, before they went 
to bed, Mrs Tumbnll made them get their 
prayer-books and read the Confirmation Ser- 
vice carefully over, as Mr Manners had wished 
them to do. 

Before they slept that night, the prayers 
of the grandmother and her grandchildren 
went up that they might be filled with the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and ghostly strength, the spirit of 
knowledge and true godliness^ and the spirit 
of holy fear. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

WHEN" Mr Manners left the Tumbulls' 
cottage he went to that of the Prynnes. 
There the scene was very different to the 
one he had just left. 

Mrs Prynne was engaged in what she 
called "righting up the house," a process 
that seemed to the looker-on to have the 
effect of adding greatly to the confusion, 
without lessening the dirt and discomfort. 
She left off, however, when the clergyman 
entered, and offered him a chair. Before he 
could be seated it was necessary to clear one 
for him, as each stool and chair had a heap 
of something or other upon it. 

He was seated at last, however, in spite of 
the obstacles, and when a little peace was 
restored by the crying baby being seiife xi3^- j 
stairs and two little "boya OT&et^^ \»o %^ ^s^^ 
plajr in the lane, he "begaxi \.o ^^^^Js. \» ^^^^^^^^^ 
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Prynne on the subject of Jane and the Con- 
firmation. 

"I don't know about it^ sir," said Mrs 
Piynne; "I doubt if I could find time to 
spare her for the classes, and besides, I don't 
know about letting young people set them- 
selves up to be so mighty good." 

Mr Manners was shocked at her tone, but 
seeing that she spoke from ignorance, and 
not intentional irreverence, he tried to explain 
away her mistaken ideas. 

" In the first place, Mrs Prynne," said he, 
"I would not be doing my duty as your 
clergyman if I did not teU you that you 
ought to make every sacrifice to allow your 
daughter to attend these classes, where she 
will be taught what she ought to know and 
do at this most solemn period, of her life, and 
then as to your thinking that to become a 
candidate for Confirmation implies that she 
would be setting herself up as better than 
her neighbours, I think you are utterly and 
entirely wrong ; I know many parents feel as 
jp^ou do, but I think your clear duty is, instead 
of placing 8tumhhng'h\Q(^\s^S}Q!^^^ oi-^wa* 
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children, to help them in every way in your 
power in their onward course." 

" I am sure, sir/' said Mrs Prynne, " I am 
much obliged to you for your goodness in 
thinking about my girl, but the fact is, we 
are poor people and are obliged to bustle and 
get on as we can, and we have no time to 
think of these things." 

"Oh, Mrs Prynne," said the vicar, "pray 
let me entreat you not to look upon it in 
this manner. If you do not wish to help 
your children onward, at any rate you have 
no right to hinder them. It is of the very 
greatest importance to children that their 
parents should have a right view of their 
duty in this respect, and so influence them 
accordingly. I know many people think 
they do all they need by saying nothing 
against it, and letting their children do as 
they like ; and this is certainly better than 
hindering them ; but we must recollect thut 
God has given us our children to train for 
Him. They are like weak and te^Ldex ^^as>i5o^ 
that cannot stand alone, avidi G^o^V^^ Os^ss^^-^ 
'tbeir parents for theix fiis\. ea"t«ca.^ ^"^^'^'^ ^^ 
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bouud them closely to them by the ties of 
love and dependenca When you would 
support a young plant in your garden, how 
carefully you plant a stick in the ground, 
and then, tying the little plant closely to it, 
that it may not be beaten down by rain or 
wind, you trust that the prop will support 
the tender flower. So we must do by our 
children ; unless their props are upright and 
firmly rooted in Christ, our little plants cannot 
cling to them. They must not bend to the 
right or left, but stand erect, pointing to 
heaven." 

" Indeed, sir, I have hard work enough to 
provide food for my children, what with my 
large family and with my husband being so 
given to drink ; it is all very well for gentle- 
folks to act as you say, but with us poor 
people, each day brings work and trouble 
enough, without making more for ourselves 
by thinking of things beyond us." 

" I see and feel your difficulties, Mrs 
Prynne," said Mr Manners; "and, believe 
me, I do not speak without knowing what a 
Jjard thing it is to keep a religious sjm^i ^n^-" 
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in the midst of worldly care and troubles; 
but I feel also very sure that religion is a 
help and not a hindrance to us in our daily 
work You have brought your children to 
chyrch to be baptized, and they have all been 
made members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 
You cannot now draw back, they are in 
Christ's fold, and it is your duty, and one for 
which you will have to give account in the 
day of judgment, to see that the little ones 
whom God has given you may be carefully 
trained in the way in which they should go." 
" WeU, sir, I believe you are right, and I 
will see about letting Jane go to your classes. 
I am sure I would be loth to hinder her from 
getting what good she can." 

• 

"I am glad to hear you say that, Mrs 
Prynne," said Mr Manners, "and I shall be 
very pleased to see Jane on Thursday even- 
ings at the vicarage, and my sister hopes to 
give the girls some readings also in the course 
of their preparation." 

Jane having put tlie ^b^^ \.o\>^^,V^^^^s^ 
• come down-stairs acam, aiA ""^I^ ^^^520:^'^ 
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spoke a few kind words to her, and then left 
the cottage. His solemn but affectionate 
words had struck a chord in poor Mrs 
Piynne's heart that had long been silenced 
by the cares and trials of her hard Ufa She 
thought of her own youth, and of her Con- 
firmation, years and years ago, when she was 
very diflTerent to what she was now. She 
remembered, as if it were yesterday, the 
solemn service in the large church in which 
she had knelt with many other girls of her 
own age, and she remembered in a vague and 
indistinct way something which the bishop 
had said in his charge about the duty of 
coming frequently to the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper; but the time had 
passed, and at first she thought herself too 
young, and feared the laughter of her com- 
panions, and gradually the wish itself had 
died away, and so the great duty had been 
neglected and the great blessing despised. 
It was too late now, she thought ; she could 
not bring back days and feelings that had 
lon^ ^one by, and now she must spend her 
Hfe and tiougbts on other mallets, ^o ^\ife 
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reasoned with herself, and so she argued, and 
so as she continued the weary round of her 
daily work, the cloud of this world's cares 
and troubles came round her heart again 
and shut out that passing gleam of holy Kght 
that had found its way to her mind while the 
clergyman had spoken. 

Poor Mrs Prynne, hers is a very frequent 
lot in life, and one for which very little pity 
is felt, because so few understand the gradual 
downward tendency of a mind which has 
nothing but faint memories left of what was 
once pure and holy. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

IT is not our intention to follow Mr Manners 
in his round of the parish, but rather to 
try and repeat some of the instructions he was 
able to give to the candidates for Confirma- 
tion when they came to him to be taught, 
hoping that the words spoken to the girls in 
Hillford may be of some use and comfort to 
girls in other parishes in England who may 
be anxious to prepare themselves for the 
solemn rite of Confirmation. 

The first week's classes held by Mr Man- 
ners for both boys and girls were taken up 
with a repetition of the Church Catechism, 
with such explanations and remarks as the 
vicar thought would be likely to help the 
young people before him in realising to a full 
extent their baptismal vow, and what it was 
that they were about tp pledge themselves to 
on their Confirmation. 

I," My dear young friends," said he, after the 
mrcli Catechism had been lepeaX^^d, " 1 
^ to make you, understand aa c\eaT\7 ^^ 
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possible what Confirmation is. First of all, 
on opening our prayer-books, let ns observe 
what this solemn and -beautiful service is 
called — ^we find it headed 'The Order of 
Confirmation, or laying on of hands upon 
those that are baptized/ These words alone 
tell us a great deal. We learn from them, 
first, that Confirmation is the 'laying on of 
hands;' and this act is not anything that 
has been invented or introduced into the 
Church in our own days, but has been in use 
from the very beginning. If you take your 
Bibles and turn to the eighth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, you will read of this 
solemn rite even then in force in the early 
Church — * When the apostles which were at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and 
John : who, when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost. (For as yet He was fallen upon none of 
them : only they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the HoV^ Qjkv^'^V^ 

From this passage, as ^eiX:^^^^^^^^^^'^^^^ 
in the Bible, Mr MauneT^ ^\vQr^^A A^^ "i"^"^^^ 
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candidates that it is the duty of all who have 
been made members of Christ at their baptism 
to endeavour so to grow in grace that they 
may be able with a pure heart and earnest 
purpose to go on from strength to strength 
and take their vows on themselves when they 
are old enough to understand the nature and 
solemnity of them. He told them that know- 
ledge was not all that was needed for a worthy 
reception of Confirmation. A further and 
much higher qualification is required and is 
of far greater importance than mere head 
knowledge. This qualification is a right pre- 
paration of the heart. 

"Every candidate," said he, "should feel 
how solemn a thing it is to go into God's 
special presence to receive a gift from God 
as we really do in duly receiving any ordi- 
nance which He has instituted. Every can- 
didate should feel also his unworthiness and 
sinfulness, and come like a penitent at the 
feet of Jesus, to beg for the pardon of his 
Ijk Bins, and the gifts of God's Holy Spirit. The 
^Mame mind should be in him which was in 
XOavId when he said, ' I will keep Tky g«i»- 
^momes, O forsake me not utterly.' 
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" That prayer uttered by King David was a 
prayer for God's con&ming grace ; and the 
like prayer is needful to every candidate for 
Confirmation. 

" No one will come with a right mind to 
this holy ordinance, and in a fi^t state to re- 
ceive God's blessing, or to renew the vow 
made in baptism, who is not making the 
occasion one of more than usually deep and 
earnest prayers for divine grace and assist- 
ance. We are all weak and unstable creatures, 
and with many of us Confirmation is a turn- 
ing point in life. With all of us it is a 
solemn point, and not to be entered upon 
carelessly and without thought 

"The disposition of the heart, I repeat 
again, my dear chUdren," said Mr Manners, 
" is of equal importance with right know- 
ledge and sound faith. Each one of you feel- 
ing deep repentance and true humility, as 
sinners ought to feel, will beg for mercy and 
grace ; looking to our blessed Lord's atoning 
blood for pardon, praying for God's Holy 
Spirit to be confirmed and ^^Xi^W^^-^^^ "^ss. 
grace, and, in that streno^^i, TCifc'?v»^^^*"^ ^*^\^ 
nest to ieep the >row au^ ^^otd:^^.^ ^^ 
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bound them closely to them by the ties of 
love and dependence. When you would 
support a young plant in your garden, how 
carefully you plant a stick in the ground, 
and then, tying the little plant closely to it, 
that it may not be beaten down by rain or 
wind, you trust that the prop will support 
the tender flower. So we must do by our 
children ; unless their props are upright and 
firmly rooted in Christ, our little plants cannot 
cling to them. They must not bend to the 
right or left, but stand erect, pointing to 
heaven." 

" Indeed, sir, I have hard work enough to 
provide food for my children, what with my 
large famUy and with my husband being so 
given to drink ; it is aU very well for gentle- 
folks to act as you say, but with us poor 
people, each day brings work and trouble 
enough, without making more for ourselves 
by thinking of things beyond us." 

" I see and feel your difficulties, Mrs 
Prynne," said Mr Manners; "and, believe 
me^ I do not speak without knowing what a 
^ard thing it is to keep a religions spm\) ^np^* 
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in the midst of worldly care and troubles ; 
but I feel also very sure that religion is a 
help and not a hindrance to us in our daily 
work. You have brought your children to 
chyrch to be baptized, and they have all been 
made members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 
You cannot now draw back, they are in 
Christ's fold, and it is your duty, and one for 
which you will have to give account in the 
day of judgment, to see that the little ones 
whom God has given you may be carefully 
trained in the way in which they should go." 

" Well, sir, I believe you are right, and I 
will see about letting Jane go to your classes. 
I am sure I would be loth to hinder her from 
getting what good she can." 

"I am glad to hear you say that, Mrs 
Prynne," said Mr Manners, "and I shall be 
very pleased to see Jane on Thursday even- 
ings at the vicarage, and my sister hopes to 
give the girls some readings also in the course 
of their preparation." 

Jane having put the baby to 'V^^'S.^'W^^^s^ 
come down-stairs agam, aiA "^lix "^^ascx^-^ss. 
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tenderness, withont having the power of 
showing their appreciation of it, if by any 
chance it comes to their lot. 

Sarah lived with an aunt in a comfortable 
house some way from the village. 

She was an orphan, having lost her 
parents when she was very young. She had 
never known what it was to want food, 
clothing, or kindness, as far as her aunt 
understood what was meant by the word 
"kindness;" but "Miss Gardiner" (as she 
liked to be called) was a hard woman. 

If any one had said to her that she failed 
in doing her duty to her orphan niece, she 
would have answered indignantly that it 
was no such thing. 

Sarah was better fed, better clothed, and 
less hard-worked than any other girl in the 
village ; but I doubt very much if any one 
could have been found in Hillford who had 
fewer bright thoughts and less happiness 
than she had. 

She was very quiet and reserved, and only 
showed her feelings to a keen observer by 
lier sharp, unkind judgment o£ oftieit^. ^^^ 
did not feel that she was of any ua^ Vcl >Ctv^ 
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world, and she was always pitying herself 
for being so lonely and unloved, forgetting 
how very much it was owing to her morose 
and sullen disposition, and that if she had 
tried to meet others half way in little acts of 
kindness and gentleness, she would have not 
been left so much to herself as she was. 

Bessie Sutton was bright and cheerful by 
nature, as great a contrast to Sarah as could ' 
possibly be ; but yet she was jealous, in her 
way, of the poor lonely orphan girl who 
envied her so ! 

It was very strange, but it was a fact, 
nevertheless, that these two young girls who 
might have done so much to help each other 
along the path of life, should have instead 
hindered one another. 

They did not know it themselves, but 
what do we know of the thoughts and feel- 
ings of others, however nearly allied we may 
be to them? Our lives may flow onward, 
side by side, like two streams, which seem to 
the casual observer very much alike \ "'cs^^ 
there may, nevertheless, "b^ gc^'a.\» ^^^e^^^^'^^-* 
unseen at the time, and oivVf V-^^^^ro. "^^^^^ 
both streams Lave run theit ^.^eomVe^^"^^ 
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and have become merged at last in the great 
ocean of eternity ! 

"The heart knoweth his own bitterness, 
and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his 
joy." Did we but realise, a little more, how 
much good we could do by sympathy iand 
kindness to our neighbours, I think there 
would be fewer sad hearts like Sarah Gar- 
' diner's in the world. 

Bessie was the child of very poor parents, 
and had very often known what it was to be 
in actual want of food and proper clothing. 

Now hers was a nature that loved ease 
and comfort. She never could have under- 
stood Sarah's troubles, even if they had been 
confided to her. 

Sarah, in her eyes, was a person to be 
envied, for she had good clothes to wear, 
nice things to eat, and no hard work. Ease, 
luxury, and the outward adornment of her 
pretty person, were Bessie's ideas of happi- 
ness in life, and to secure these for herself, 
she would have stooped to almost any mean 
action, Frank and open as her manner 
seemed to ordinary observers, "Bes»s>\a la^s^d no 
regard for the truth, and no gtea\. e^^^ iox 
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the future, provided she could have her com- 
forts for the present. 

Her mother was a laundress, and Bessie 
had to work hard to help her in her labours. 
Whenever she had a chance, she would get a 
day's work elsewhere, and, when this hap- 
pened, she would always keep the money 
she earned, and spend it on some piece of 
finery for herself. 

As the two girls walked home through the 
dark lane after the class was over, Bessie 
envied Sarah her nice warm jacket and thick 
*' boots, as her own garments were thin and 
scanty, and her feet but ill protected against 
the wet and mud of the road. 

" I wonder if we shall be obhged to attend 
every class," said Bessie, " before we get our 
tickets for Confirmation?" 

" I suppose so," said Sarah, moodily. 

She had been more touched by Mr 
Manners* kind words than she cared to own, 
and was in reality longing to hear more of 
them, but she was much too shy to show 
her feelings ; and, like xaaTt^ c?0£\st ^<k$.^:^^^ 
people, she rather tried \»o cotig^'^^^^'^ -^S^^^^^ 
than otherwise. 
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Bessie Sutton's reasons for desiring Con- 
firmation were various and rather vague. 
She fancied that, in the first place, to be 
confirmed was to advance from childhood 
to womanhood at once, and to be thought 
grown-up was Bessie's great ambition. Then 
she rather liked the novelty of going to the 
vicarage in the evening to the classes ; sitting 
in a comfortable room by a good fire, and 
perhaps catching glimpses of the young 
ladies in their evening dresses; and, above 
all, Bessie looked forward to the Confirma- 
tion-day itself as a great event in her Hfe. 
To go to a church ten miles off, to see a 
bishop, and a number of grand people wlio 
were sure to be there, was the poor ignorant 
girl's idea of great happiness. Of the solem- 
nity of the rite of Confirmation itself, I very 
much fear she thought but little. Her mind 
and thoughts had been so wasted and frit- 
tered away all her life in little, trivial things, 
that she had neither the power nor the will 
to grasp the great truths of religion. 
I do not mean to say by this that to be a 
religious person it is necessary \Xv^\) "^om 
-^Jiis/^ have a strong mind, oi gtea\* \.^\ecL\j^ 
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On the contrary, we know that " out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings" praise has 
been accepted and welcomed on high ; but 
when the powers of thought and action 
given by God to man as a high gift are 
defiled, are only used for man's temporal 
advantage, then the last state of that man is 
worse than the first, and the things that 
should have been for his advantage only 
prove, as it were, an occasion for falling. 

When the two girls parted from the rest 
of the class, and turned down the lane lead- 
ing to their homes, Sarah left the others 
without a word; while on all sides the 
sound of " Good night, Bessie," greeted her 
ears. What was Bessie, that people should 
seem all so fond of her, while no one took 
any notice of Sarah ? 

Poor Sarah ! loneliness and want of sym- 
pathy was her great trial; but she had not 
sufficient faith to see that that very trial laid 
on her was sent her in mercy, as indeed aU 
our trials are if we could only view them in 
the right light. They are eacT\^ ^s» S!!!v» "^^st^-**^ 
prick from one of tiie tlaoinaa m cros. V^^^^ 
Savioufa crown, sent to ua Vi xemisA^ 



•Rossis* 
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He has felt each and all for tis, and with ua 
If Sarah could have sufficiently overcome 
her shyness to speak to Mr Manners on the 
subject of her loneliness of heart, he would 
probably have comforted her in this manner. 
He would have told her to throw her mind 
oflf her own trials, and think of what her 
Saviour had gone through. What was her 
lonely condition to His, who had to bear the 
fierce mockings of the multitude, the cruel 
cross and scourge, the agony and bloody 
sweat, for us men, and for our salvation ! 

"Behold, and see what are any sorrows 
like unto His sorrow V he woiold have said; 
but the girl's sharp, hasty manner prevented 
any one from guessing what an aching long- 
ing for love and sympathy filled her heart. 
When Mr Manners had spoken that evening 
to his class of Christ's tender mercy and 
compassion, and of the gifts of the Spirit, 
Sarah's proud, shy nature was nearly over- 
come, and she longed to cry out, and show 
her earnest wish for comfort, but her shyness 
restrained her; and so it happened that Mr 
Manners, glancing round at the iacea oi the 
^>/^ ^o Judge of their chaiactexa \sy ^Stissv 
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expression, was qiiite deceived by the cold, 
proud look on Sarah's face, and little guessed 
that, under that cold and hard exterior, there 
beat a heart full almost to bursting in its 
longing desire for sympathy and aflfectioa 

'* There are who sigh that no fond heart is theirs — 

None loves them best. 

Oh, vain and selfish sigh I 
Out of the bosom of His love He spares — 
The Father spares the Son for thee to die.'* 

It is very difficult to deal with a character 
such as was Sarah's. She seemed to repulse 
every effort made to win her confidence, and 
yet it was not from want of heart, but rather 
from the fulness and abundance of her feel- 
ings. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Two days after Mr Manners' class, spoken 
of in the last chapter, Mrs Tumbull had 
a visit from a cousin who came from a town 
near ; and, anxious to make her as comfort- 
able as she could, she sent her grand- 
daughter out to a neighbouring farm to see 
if she could get some fresh eggs and butter 
for her tea. Mrs Mayne, to whom Sophy 
applied, having supplied her regular cus- 
tomers, had none left at that hour in the 
afternoon; so she advised Sophy to go to 
Miss Gardiner's, as she kept poultry and a 
cow, and would perhaps be able to spare her 
what she wanted. 
^ Miss Gardiner's house was generally the 
^ picture of neatness and comfort, so Sophy 
I was rather surprised, on tapping at the door, 
1 to find the kitchen empty, and the whole 
f j)Jace in great disorder. 

^I2e knocked a second time mftiou^. ?<^\Xia\% 
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any answer, and she was just going to try 
her luck at another farm, when. Miss Gar- 
diner hearing her, came down-stairs to speak 
to her. 

" Yes, you can have some eggs and butter," 
said Miss Gaidiner in a diy hard voice, "but 
indeed I hardly know what I have in the 
house, as my time is so taken up with that 
poor foolish girl Sarah since her accident, that 
I have no leisure to attend to my proper busi- 
ness." 

" Accident!'* said Sophy; "what is it, 
ma'am ? has anything happened to Sarah ?" 

"Yes; the stupid girl slipped her foot last 
evening coming down-stah-s, and hurt her 
ankle, and then was afraid to speak of it, so 
it was getting worse and worse all night, and 
this morning, finding her too iU. to move, I 
sent for the doctor, and he said that one of 
the small bones of her ankle was broken, and 
that having been left so long unset was a very 
bad thing, and now it is as likely as not that 
the girl will be lame for life, and a burden \ 
instead of a comfort to m.^ «l^ ^^ ^^s^'^^qjs^''^ 

Sophy was shocked a\. t^^a x^x&a^)^^^^'^ 
in which Miss Gardiner spokas ^sv^ ^^"^ ' 
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asked if Sarah was awake, and if she might 
go up and see her. 

"Yes, she's awake, and you may go up 
if you like,*' was the answer, ungraciously 
enough given by Miss Gardiner. 

Sophy went up -stairs, and there was 
shocked to see the change which a few 
hours' severe suffering had wrought in Sarah. 
Her cheeks were flushed, and her eyes bright, 
but her mouth was tightly closed, and her 
lips pressed firmly together as if to keep in 
the cry of agony she could hardly help utter- 
ing. Severe pain had brought all her pride 
down to the ground, and she was as grateful 
now for a kind word or a look as she would 
formerly have been, for a great sacrifice 
made. 

" Poor Sarah," said Sophy, " I am so sorry 
to see you in such pain. I must not stop 
now, as granny is waiting for the butter, but 
I will come again to-morrow and see you if 
you like." 

"Thank you, Sophy," said the poor suf- 
ferer, "I shall be very glad to see you when- 
ever jrou can come, 'tis so lones^oma Vpsi^ 
^ere In such pain/' 
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!From that time Sophy made it part of 
her daily duty to visit Sarah and to try to 
comfort and cheer her in her sickness. 

As Sarah was of course prevented by her 
accident from attending Mr Manners' classes, 
Sophy was doubly attentive to what he said 
in order that she might be able to tell Sarah 
the next day; and the vicar himself visited 
the sick girl and tried to draw out her 
thoughts and feelings, and to see what she 
really knew and felt about the Confirmation 
vow she was about to take upon herself 
The shy fit, however, generally came over 
Sarah when Mr Manners tried to get her to 
talk. She longed to say how much she felt, 
and to show him how grateful she was for 
his goodness, but somehow she could not 
speak, and more than once the good vicar left 
the house with a sigh, grieving over the cold- 
ness and apathy of the girl, while in reality 
her heart was fiiU almost to bursting, and as 
soon as the door closed and he had left her, 
she would burst into an agony of tears 
long to call him back agam. 

The doctor gave gte^fc \vcr5^^ SSoaS^ ^^ 
would be sufficiently T^c.ONete.?i. \.o\i^ ^^"^ 
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go to the Confirmation, and as she wished to 
do so, the vicar did not like to prevent it, but 
fancying as he did that her heart was hard 
and stagnant, he would almost have been 
pleased to hear that a year's delay was neces- 
sary, hoping that her character might become 
softened in time. He little knew, as he gazed 
mournfully at the girl's cold, hard face, of the 
depths of feeling and the longing for a higher 
life that was hidden beneath that stony mask. 
Sophy knew better; she saw how mnch it 
cost Sarah to break down the barriers of 
reserve and shyness and to talk even to her, 
so she contented herself with telling her all 
that she could remember of the vicar's in- 
structions, and sometimes she would bring 
her Bible and prayer-book and read the refer- 
ences Mr Manners had marked for her, and 
)the Confirmation Service and Catechism. 
"Mr Manners says, Sarah," said Sophy, 
one day, " that we should examine ourselves 
daily to find out what we have done wrong, 
and if there is one fault more than another 
that we notice in ourselves, we must believe 
that that ia our besetting sin, an.dtt'j X^om^e 
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resolutions against it, and think most of it 
when we confess our sins to God." 

" There is a sentence in the Catechism veiy 
like that^" said Sarah. 

"What do you mean?" said Sophy. 

"I mean the last of all," said Sarah. 
"What is required of them who come to the 
Lord's Supper ?" 

''Oh yes! I know," said Sophy. "To 
examine themselves whether they repent 
them truly of their former sins, steadfastly 
purposing to lead a new life, have a lively 
futh in God's mercy through Christ, with 
a thankful remembrance of His death, and 
be in charity with all men.'* 

" But then, Sophy," said Sarah, "that means 
that we are to examine ourselves, and then to 
receive the Lord's Supper ; but I don't think 
I could do that, at least till I am older, could 
you ?" 

"Oh, Sarah! I wish it more than I can 
tell you. When first we heard of the Con- 
firmation I thought as you do, but granny 
and Mr Manners both talked to Dick and { 
me and told us it is \9[ie ^^^\»>^^^^£&l^\s\. 
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Confirmation, that we are admitted to the 
Holy Communion by it, and that it is a great 
mistake to think people should wait till they 
are older before they come, for if they neglect 
it when they are young, the chances are, that 
they will go on neglecting it." 

" But supposing one is not fit,*' said Sarah. 

" Mr Manners made us read at the end of 

the Order for Confirmation last night," said 

Sophy, "that 'no one is to be received to 

Holy Communion till he has been confirmed, 

or is desirous to be so.' And he said that 

this showed that Confirmation is considered a 

fitting preparation for the Holy Conmiunion." 

"Well," said Sarah, "the Catechism says 

that we must lead a new life if we receive 

the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and I 

think that though we wish now to do what 

is right and good, and to lead a new life, yet 

supposing we were to fall back and do wrong, 

^ then it seems to me that we should be worse 

B than ever." 

1 " Mr Manners said," said Sophy, " that we 
M should think of the words of the sentences 
r we learn, as well as the whole meaiTmi^, ^tA 
it seems to me that that very sexA.«xie.^ m 
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the Catechism you are talking of should be 
thought of word "by word. You know it does 
not say we are to pledge ourselves to lead a 
new life, but that we are to steadfastly purpose 
to do so ; and surely that means that we are 
to try very hard to be good, and if we do so 
in humility and sincerity, God will help us." 

"I never thought of that before," said 
Sarah ; " I wish I could always have you to 
talk to about these things, you put them so 
pMnly." 

''It is what Mr Manners told me," said 
Sophy, "and not my own thoughts; but I 
am late, so must run home now. Good-night, 
SaraL" 



{ 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

OLD Mrs Tubnbull lived very quietly in 
her own cottage, and did not meddle in 
other people's concerns or gossip with her 
neighbours; but she was always ready to do a 
kind action for any one, and as she understood 
a great deal about nursing, she was frequently 
applied to for advice and help in any case of 
need 

It happened about this time that JSxs 
Prynne's baby was seized with violent con- 
vulsions in teething, and was very alarmingly 
ill Before the doctor could arrive, the child 
had become so much worse, that in her alarm 
Mrs Prynne sent Jane to fetch Mrs TumbuH 
By her care and sensible management, the 
baby rapidly recovered, and nothing could 
exceed the gratitude of poor Mrs Prynne to 
her neighbour for having, under Providence, 
been the means of restoring her child. 
T^j's little episode led to txiot^ iTec!^^xi\» 
intcrccrrse fcefcween the two cot\».g,^a, ^xA 
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Mrs Tumbull, seeing how difiBcult it must 
"be for Jane to get any quiet time to think 
about her Confirmation, begged Mrs Prynne 
to allow her to come to her house, when she 
could be spared from home, to join in the 
readings she carried on by Mr Manners' wish 
with Dick and Sophy. 

This plan was a great advantage to Jane, 
who though an honest, good-hearted girl, was 
very duU and could not exert her mind sufiBl- 
ciently to understand reading to herself. 

Those quiet evenings in the cottage with 
the widow and her two grand-Qhildren, 
seemed like little pieces of heaven to poor 
Jane, so unused was she to anything but 
clamour and confusion. 

''I wish I had had the chances that Jane 
has of being a good girl," said Mrs Prynne, 
one day to her neighbour. 

"In what way do you mean?" said Mrs 
TumbulL 

"Why, being taught by the parson, and 
having books lent her by the ladies, and ^ 
then it is a great thing for hex to^ ^'^'j^^^^^JSou 
jou of an evening. It \\aa $l^\i'^ V^^ ^g^jo^ 
already, I think, Bhe ia tio\. t^^-'ss: ^^ ^^"^^ 
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witli the little ones as she used to be. When 
first the parson came and asked me to let her 
be confirmed, I was dead set against it, for I 
thought maybe it would set her up to think 
herself too good for the rest of us ; but Mr 
Manners is a nice gentleman, and he put it 
so, that I should have been ashamed to have 
refused him anything." 

*' I am sure you will not find that trying 
to do her duty will set Jane up or do her 
any harm," said Mrs Tumbull, "and I am 
very glad you did not refuse to let her be 
confirmed. Were you ever confirmed your- 
self?" 

" Oh yes, when I was a girl in service in 
a large town I was, but we were not taught 
then as girls are now. The parson then just 
took our names and wrote them down in a 
list, then he heard us say the Catechism, and 
then gave us our tickets. I remember wish- 
ing very much at the time to be good enough 
to receive the sacrament, but I never did at 
the time, and now T suppose I never shall, at 
least not till I am an old woman and have 
time for those things.'' . 
'"^I^at perbajjs you will not Mv^ \^ \i^ ^5v 
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old woman," said a voice behind Mrs Prynne. 
She started as she heard these words, and 
turning hastily round, she saw Mr Manners, 
who had come to the door while the two 
women were talking. 

Mrs Tumbnll curtsied to the vicar and 
then took her leave, and Mr Manners sat 
down, and had a long talk with Mrs Prynne. 

He spoke very kindly and earnestly, and 
pointed out to her how dangerous it was to 
put off doing what is right till we are old. 

"How do we know," said he, "that we 
shall ever live to be old ? and if we do, perhaps 
our minds and faculties may be impaired, 
and we may not be able then to do the duties 
which we are neglecting now. The longer a 
duty is neglected, the more difficulty we shall 
find in performing it, and besides, Mrs Prynne, 
the duty in this case is not a hard one, it is 
a great blessing that you are neglecting, and 
a great help and comfort you are despising." 

" Indeed, sir, I do not despise it," said Mrs 
Prynne, " but I am so busy from morning tiU 
night, that I have no time to \Xm^ ^1 'sc^.O?^ 
tilings. It is all very ^eSV iot ^^ ^^^^^s^sn 
and such folk as can sit stai m t\i^'^ Oass^^^ 
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and think about such things, but from mom- 
ing tUl night I am busy, slaving and toiling, 
and never coming any nearer the end of my 
work; so you see, sir, what with my large 
family and my husband being so given to 
drink, there is smaU comfort for such as 
me. 

"I am indeed very sorry for you, Mrs 
Prynne," said the vicar, " such a life as yours 
is, must be a very hard one, but I think you 
are mistaken in supposing that religion is 
only meant for the rich and prosperous ; it 
was, on the contrary, the ' weary and heavy 
laden,* that Christ bid to come unto Him, 
He knows aU our troubles and sorrows, and 
if we come to Him and lay them at the foot 
of His cross, He will surely help and comfort 
us." 

Mrs Prynne made no answer, and when 

Mr Manners looked at her after a moment, 

surprised at her silence, he saw that there 

were big tears gathering in her eyes, and 

A then flowing down over her careworn cheeks. 

m " Oh^ sir," said she, *' if you only knew 

f what a struggle such a life as mioa \^, Asa.^ 

^^r dajr week after week, and mou^ii ^Xet 
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month, you would see how little hope, or 
joy, or comfort there is for me." 

" Oh, do not say so, Mrs Prjnme," said the 
vicar; "God is always more ready to hear 
than we to pray, and is wont to give more 
than either we desire or deserve ; you have 
been baptized, you have been confirmed ; so 
you have, by your own act, bound yourself 
to fight imder Christ's banner ; and yet now 
you hold back from this, your bounden 
duty, and neglect God's own invitation to 
His holy table, and, like the men in the 
parable who were bidden to the supper, you 
make your worldly business a reason for 
neglecting your spiritual welfare, and say as- 
they did — * I pray thee, have me excused.* " 

"But, sir," said Mrs Prynne, "I have 
neglected my church and my prayers for so 
long, that I' am not fit to come to the Holy 
Communion ; I should feel ashamed of my- 
self if I did, knowing how badly I have been 
behaving all this time." 

"Your past neglect is no excuse for your 
continuing in sin," said tTafe N\5i^s.\ ^'''^ ^a* 
quite a mistaken motioiL \.o Ssaa-^sv^ ^^^^^ai^ 
absolute perfection is nece^^^srj ^^ n^^^ 
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who communicate. If we believe this, we 
shall at once see that no person on earth is 
fit to communicate, as we know that no one 
is really good. It is because we are not 
good that we are told by God to come to 
Him in prayer ; it is because we are sinful 
that we are baptized; it is because we are 
frail and weak that we approach God in 
confession, and beg Him to give us forgive- 
ness. All these, and more, are expressed in 
the Communion Service. There we confess 
our sins, we pray for pardon and for help. 
Should we need to do all these, if we were 
perfect, when we come to the altar ? As we 
struggle onwards, through the daily path of 
duty, if we lift up our hearts in faith and 
fear, and are strengthened and refreshed 
from time to time by the body and blood of 
Christ our Saviour, we may hope to approach 
nearer and nearer to true holiness ; we shall 
never reach it quite; and, if we think we 
shall, we are deceived, for * if we say that we 
have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.' " 
Mrs Prynne remained siLeiit «ito \»\i'5k 
vjcar had done speaking, \)u\» \aa NSfotAa 
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were sinking deep into her heart. She 
longed for rest and comfort, and she knew 
that in religion they were to be found ; but 
she had always thought of that as of some- 
thing far beyond her, and as something 
requiring a lifetime of leisure quite incom- 
patible with her busy life. Those words 
quoted by Mr Manners seemed to open a 
new view of the subject, "Come unto me, 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." Oh, how she would 
like to feel that God would give her rest ! 

" What shall I do, sir V* she cried at last 
" I long to come, but I do not feel worthy." 

*' I will show you a portion of the Service 
for the Holy Communion, Mrs Prynne," said 
Mr Manners, " which will explain the proper 
frame of mind required of them who come to 
the Lord's Supper;" and opening his Prayer 
Book, he read the following words from one 
of the prayers : — 

" We do not presume to come to this Thy 
table, Lord, trusting in our own righteous- i 
ness." 

Again—" We are not woTl\i-^ %o tk\\.^ ^ 
to gather up the crumlDa \m^eT Ta-j ^*^^^' 
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Again, in another place — "Although we be 
unworthy, through our manifold sins, to ofifer 
unto Thee any sacrifice, yet," continued 
the vicar, " notwithstanding all this confes- 
sion, and acknowledgment of imperfection, 
after we have received the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, we kneel down again and say — ^*We 
most heartily thank Thee for that Thou dost 
vouchsafe to feed us who have duly received 
these holy mysteries.' So that, being un- 
worthy to receive them, is not incompatible 
with receiving them duly. If we should 
wait till we are worthy to receive them, we 
should never receive them at alL If we 
should think ourselves, or call ourselves 
loorthy to receive them, that instant we 
should, in fact, be unworthy, because then 
pride, vain-glory, and a host of other sins, 
would take possession of our hearts, and 
Jesus Christ would be forgotten. So, Mrs 
Prynne, the fear of being unworthy need never 
keep you away, provided you wish and strive 
daily to become more and more worthy." 
^'Please, sir," said the poor woman, "I 
sliouJd like to think oi it, m^i \aka Xwaa 
^e/bre I come/' 
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" Yes, do by all means," said the vicar, " it 
is too solemn a thing to be done without due 
thought and prayer; but do not put it aside 
to a more convenient season, and forget it. 
Begin this very night to pray for grace to 
help you to a right judgment, and let me see 
that you are in earnest in the work by 
attending more regularly to your duties. 
As regaTds the ch^h services! begin next 
Simday to come regularly, at least, to one 
service in the day, and strive earnestly to 
set your husband and children a good 
example at home ; and now I must say good 
evening, as I have no more time to spare. 
Pray think over my words, and do not let the 
impression they have made die out." 

" Thank you, sir, I am sure, for your good- 
ness," said Mrs Prynne; "I will try to do 
as you wish." 

The vicar then took his leave, feeling that 
he had been able to rouse some feelings in 
the heart of the poor woman, and earnestly 
hoping that his words might take root down- 
wards and bear fruit upmida. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

MISS MANNEES, the vicar's sister, took 
great interest in the young candidates 
for Confirmation, and did her best to assist him 
in the work of preparation. Whenever she had 
spare time she would visit the girls in their 
own houses, and try to draw them into con- 
versation, and lend them books to help them 
to understand the great importance of the 
vow they were about, in the presence of God, 
to take upon themselves. She explained to 
them the difference between Baptism and 
Confia*mation, and that in baptism we are 
made members of Christ, and children of 
God; but as in infants newly bom, life is 
weak, and the powers of life need to be con- 
firmed ; so the children of God, the babes in 
Christ, those who have been baptized, need 
to have their spiritual life made firm and 
strong. Hence Confirmation is a sort of peiv 
fecting or £nisbing of Baptism. "WVi^Ti ^Lxii^ 
administered, and duly xeceive^i, \\» ^n^ 
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firmness to the spiritual life, it bestows fresh 
grace, it is a renewal of God's promises to 
save from everlasting death, it is a renewal 
of His gift of the Holy Ghost the Comforter, 
whereby the soul is united more closely with 
Christ, and whereby the graft is more firmly 
fixed into the vine. AU this and much more 
did Miss Manners try to impress upon the 
girls' minda 

She was a kind and gentle lady. Her 
health was delicate, and she led a retired 
life at her brother's vicarage ; but though her 
strength was not equal to much exertion, her 
gentle influence had great weight in the vil- 
lage. All who came to her were sure of good 
advice and sympathy, and though she never 
spoke severely, her grieved voice and saddened 
face, when she saw any one doing what was 
wrong, had a wonderful effect among the 
young people of the village. The roughest 
boys were subdued when she came amongst 
them, and a smile from "the lady," as she 
was generally called, was considered some- 
thing worth striving for. 

The vicar was a "wido^et, ^TL9iL\c^ OcSs^^ss^ 
were too yoimg to "be oi towOol ^^ ^^ 
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parish. His two elder daughters were at 
school, and the younger ones were stiU in 
the nursery, so the companionship of his 
sister was a great comfort to Mr Manners. 

" What a nice boy Dick TumbuU is ;" said 
Miss Manners, to the vicar one evening. 

"Indeed he is," said Mr Maimers; "he is 
so bright and civil-spoken." 

" It is a pity he is so lame, poor fellow, it 
must be a great trial to a lad full of high 
animal spirits as he is," said Miss Maimers. 

"Yes," said Mr Maimers, "and I believe 
he feels it so, and yet I think it may with 
him be a blessing disguised, as it keeps him 
from idle companionship, and makes him 
value his home more than he otherwise 
would. His master, John Green, the shoe- 
maker, is a weU-conducted man, and, I believe, 
is particularly strict with his apprentices, and 
he told me himself, the other day, that he had 
no fault to find with Dick Tumbull, except 
that now and then he was, as he expressed 
it, 'a bit saucy with his tongue;' but with 
all that, he had never heard him swear or use 
^ bad word" 
''Hia grandmotheT "haa \>Ta\x^\. ^mdl ^sc^ 
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very well," said Miss Maimers; "I assure 
you I think it is quite a refreshing sight to 
see old Mrs Tumbull with her spotless cap 
and apron sitting in that clean kitchen of 
hers with her two grandchildren by her ; it 
is a great contrast to their near neighbour 
Mrs Prynne and her untidy home." 

" It is indeed," said the vicar ; " but do you 
know, I am beginning to think a great deal may 
be done with that poor woman, she has more 
heart and feeling than I could have believed. 
She spoke with great earnestness to me 
yesterday when I called there on the subject 
of the Holy Communion, and I was pleased 
to see that she had evidently thought a great 
deal of what I said in my last visit. Her 
house, too, looked tidier, and she told me that 
Mrs Tumbull had spoken to her on the sub- 
ject also, and proved to her that religion does 
not interfere with daily work, however menial 
that work may be." 

"Who sweeps a floor 
As for God's law 
Makes that and the actio\L^T!kfo^* 

said Miss Manners. 
"Fes, our favourite O^ots^ ^^^^^^ ^"^^ 
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old; it seemed as if they were coining to 
Christ again as little children to be taught." 

" I hope the effect of your teaching "will be 
lasting, and not only the result of temporary 
excitement." 

"That we must leave in higher hands," 
said the vicar; "we must not expect to see 
the fruits of our work, but we may humbly 
pray, that after casting our bread upon the 
waters, we may find some of it at all events 
after many days. The great work we have 
to do is by God's grace to try and lead people 
to repentance, because repentance, if sincere, 
conveys at once the intention of amendment, 
for it not only denotes remorse for the past, 
but a change of mind, an alteration of the 
feelings and opinions in regard to sin, and in 
regard to God. I always feel that any one 
who comes in the right spirit to communicate, 
must feel not an abstract and general love 
only of Christ as Ood, but a tender intimate 
love for Him as man, as our friend, love oi 
His character, love of His person, love of His 
doctrines, which are all cot^n^-^^^ \Rk ^s^% 
mind in the expression, * ^ \JtL^TJfiiNiS.x<sa:iSSsa 
brance of His death.' " 



60 THE HILLFOED CONFIRMATION. 

"Indeed," replied Miss Manners, "it seems 
to me that repentance implies an intention of 
keeping Christ's commands/ Ye are xaj friends 
if ye do whatsoever I command yon/ So that 
repentance and love will work together, under 
the grace of God, to alter the character, to 
amend and to improve it, and it seems im- 
possible that any man can really have a 
* thankful remembrance of His death,' without 
at the same time 'steadfastly purposing to lead 
a new life.' And yet we know that many, 
from habit or from a wish to preserve outward 
respectabiUty in the eyes of their neighbours, 
come time after time to the Lord's Supper 
without thought or seK-examination at alL" 

« It is not only repentance for past sins 
that is required, but faith to believe in the 
promises of God. Why should we love 
Christ unless it were that we believe that 
the sacrifice for which we love Him will pro- 
cure our salvation ? Bv His Cross and Pas- 
sion He has opened unto us the gates of 
heaven. A new life, an advancing life, a life, 
as far as it is possible, of perfection is to be 
our aim as Christians, and God \ieim^ ova 
^eJper^ the Holy Spirit our gaidft,^Tid5^m 
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OUT intercessor, it may be reasonably hoped 
that "we shall * bring forth fruit in due season, 
some thirty, some sixty, some an hundred- 
fold.'" 

Mr Manners paused as if overpowered by 
the flood of deep feeling these thoughts 
brought with them ; and his sister, after re- 
maining silent for some time, ask^d him if 
he had spoken in this manner to his adult 
class the night before. 

"Yes," he replied; "I tried as well as I could 
to make them see the difference between a 
cold nominal repentance and a hearty desire 
to forsake sin. You know the difficulty with 
most people is to make them understand that 
to fall back into sin after receiving the Holy 
Communion, does not imply absolute per- 
dition. That we may, after the strongest 
resolutions of amendment, yet fall back into 
sin, is allowed by any one who knows what 
the weakness and frailty of our mortal nature 
is. But this may exist without any viola- 
tion of sincerity on our part. The two things 
are perfectly distinct; yet tl^a ^^%^\»!sks^^ 
constantly repeated must m ^^ ^tA^*^^^"^ 
tbey be broken time ai\,et \:vai^> ^x^-^'^ 
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like a drop of water, which, by contimwuce, 
shall wear away the hardest rock, so a good 
resolution sincerely formed and kept to the 
best of our power, however weak that power 
may be, yet shall with those helps of grace 
superadded, which the Christian knows how 
to ask, overcome the fiercest temptations and 
destroy the most inveterate habits, of which 
the human mind is capable." 

"That is exactly what I was wishing to 
explain to Sarah Gardiner to-day," said Miss 
Manners, "but I could not make her quite 
understand what I meant." 

"The duty is to form the resolution," said 
her brother, " and to form it with sincerity, 
to intend to the best of our strength to 
wrestle with the evil of our nature, to be 
watchful against surprise, and to be humbly 

(believing in Christ's power to help us. When 
we go to the Lord's Supper, we must go with 
a mind resolutely intending to improve, not 
lazily satisfied with past attainments, or with 
a vague and dreamy admiration for holy 
things, but advancing, pressing onwards, day 
^ ^^y, never resting, nevei coTi\«ti\), \svs5^ 
booking forward to our futuie \i^^ V\\J£v Vc 
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tense longing, and remembering who it was 
that said, 'Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
our Father which is in heaven is perfect/" 

At this point of the conversation the vicar 
was interrupted by the opening of the door. 

"Please, sir," said the servant who entered, 
"a message has come from Miss Gardiner's. 
Sarah is taken much worse, and wants to see 
you if you will be so good as to go tq her." 

Mr Manners obeyed the call, and was soon 
walking through mud and rain on that cold 
April night, to visit the poor sick girL 
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CHAPTER IX. 

WHEN Mr Manners arrived at Miss Gar 
diner's house, he found Sarah indeed 
very ilL She was in a high fever, brought 
on by the excessive pain in her ankle. The 
doctor said that the broken bone had not been 
properly set, because of the inflammation 
which set in before he was sent for, and that 
was the cause of the violent pain she had suf- 
fered. 

Mr Manners went up-stairs at once, and 
stood at the sufferer's bed-side. At first she 
lay with her eyes shut, and evidently quite 
imaware of his presence. She was talking 
to herself in low incoherent sentences. He 
caught the words Confirmation and Holy 
Communion several times, and at last she 
raised herself partly in bed and exclaimed — 

"Oh, howl wish the parson would come, 
lie would tell me" 
''I am here, dear child " ©aid "iltc ^^laas^. 
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leaning over her, and taking her thin burning 
hand in his, " what is it you want me to tell 
you?" 

" Oh, sir ! is it reaUy true that I shall die ? 
I heard the doctor tell my aimt so when they 
thought I was asleep. I cannot bear to die, 
and now just before the Confirmation, too,, 
when I wanted so much to be confirmed." 
' Here she paused, exhausted, the wild look 
left her eyes, and she sank back, fainting on 
her pillows. 

Mr Manners saw that she was not in a fit 
state for talking, so after assisting the nurse 
in bringing her round, he knelt down and 
said a few words of prayer by her bed-side, 
and then thoughtfully left the cottage. 

He saw now how much feeling had lurked 
beneath Sarah's cold manner, and he felt 
grieved that he had not discovered it before. 
Now the poor girl was evidently most seri- 
ously ill, and it was doubtful whether she 
would ever recover. He could only hope that 
some of the words he had spoken to the class 
generally had made a deeTjex imLY^fc^^^'^^^^s^ 
her than he had fancied ^\i ^^ \ass^^. 
SaraJx got daily n?ots^ «el^ ^ots»^> "^^ 
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week after that night, the fever raged, and 
she was often quite delirious. 

The doctor looked grave when he was 
questioned as to her chances of recovery, and 
said he feared much that she would sink from 
weakness when once the fever left her. 

Miss Gardiner was constantly in her room, 
tending her most carefully; and it was re- 
marked by all who saw her that her face was 
more gentle, and her manner less hard, than 
they had ever known it. During this time 
of trouble, she had, of course, no time, to 
attend to the duties of the house, so Bessie 
Sutton was sent for to attend to the cow and 
poultry, and to keep the house clean- 
Bessie could work very well if she chose, 
and did so when the eye of her mistress was 
upon her, but hers was eye-service, for no 
sooner was Miss Gardiner safe out of the 
room, than she would leave her scrubbing or 
brushing, or whatever she was about, and 
1^ amuse herseK in an idle way, by peering into 
^ all the cupboards and boxes to see what they 
y contained, admiring her pretty face in the 
^ £!Jass in the parlour, or looking o\& oi \5cia 
^Jihdow at the passers-by. 
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One aftemoon, as she was so engaged, she 
saw a young man come to the door with a 
pack on his back. 

"Any dresses or shawls wanted to-day," 
said the bag-man, as he saw Bessie. 

"No thank you," said Bessie; "there is 
sickness in the house, and the missis is up- 
stairs, but I am sure she does not want any- 
thing." 

" What ! she is up-stairs, and has left you 
all alone — ^how dull you must be !" said the 
man. ''I declare it is a shame to treat a 
pretty gixlHke you in such a manner! Come, 
I am a good-natured fellow, and have a few 
minutes to spare, so I will just open my pack 
and show you some of the elegant things I 
have with me." 

Bessie thought this very good-natured of 
the man, and as she dearly loved finery, she 
pressed eagerly forward to look at the goods 
the man displayed to her. 

Dresses, shawls, veils, and silk handker- 
chiefs were shown her, tUl she longed to j 
possess them. One dieaa m ^^^^r?^^^^ \f^^«- 
her fancy more than a\l \Jcia T^^\i. ^^"^^ ^ 
br^ht pink muslin wi\ii ^\iVc>e^ ^"^^^^ ""^ ^ 
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What a lovely colour it was ! and how be- 
coming it would be to her complexion ! 

It was with a sigh that she assured the 
man that much as she admired his things, 
she could not afford to buy any of them. . 

"It does not matter, I assure you;" said 
the man, artfully holding up his goods and 
showing them to the best advantage. " It is 
a pleasure to show them to any one with 
such good taste as you have; I see you 
admire that pink dress, you are quite right, 
it is the most superb thing and quite the 
favourite colour this year among the upper 
circles." . 

"It is lovely!" said Bessie; "I wish I 
was rich enough to buy it." 

"Ah ! it would suit you admirably, and it 
is wonderfully cheap too, only nine shillings 
and sixpence." 

"But I have not nine shillings and six- 
pence to give for it," said Bessie, mournfully. 

"Would not your mother help you ?" said 
% ' the man. 

^^Oi, no ! I am sure she would not ; she 
^as very angry last night 'wT[ieii 1 \.o\^ \iet\ 
^ust keep my wages to buy a ^lav^ ^^^^^^^^ 
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for the Confirmation in May, instead of giving 
some of it to her for the house-^keeping. 
' "What a pity/' said the man, artfully, 
"this pink dress with a white bonnet would 
be just the very thing for you to wear at the 
Confirmation." - < - » 

Bessie looked longingly at the tempting 
object, but said nothing, and the man began 
folding up his goods in his pack, and prepar- 
ing to go. ■* '■ J ' , » 
• " I shall be round again this day week," 
said the man, carelessly, " and I will look in 
again,' in case you manage to make up the 
money; it would be a thousand pities if you 
were to lose the chance of getting such a 
beconiing dress." • • ' * 

Bessie at this moment heard Miss Gardi- 
ner's voice calling her, so she ran up-stairs, 
just as the man was shouldering his pack 
and preparing to leave the house. * She 
was detained some minutes up-stairs; and 
when she came down again, the man was 
gone, but there lay the pink muslin dress on 
the table! ' , / . 

He must have left it t\vet^\y3 tss:^^^^-."^^ 
thought; 80 she ran o\& m\.o >acLei \^^^ *^^ "^^ 
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if she could call him back, but lie was no- 
where to be seen, 

" He will be sure to come back when he 
finds he has forgotten it," thought she, so she 
placed the coveted dress in a drawer of a 
large old-fashioned press in the parlour, for 
fear it should get dirty. 

She put the dress out of sight, but she 
could not put it out of her thoughts, and 
many times in the course of that day she ran 
to the parlour to have a; peep at it, and when 
she looked at herself in the glass, the foolish 
words of the packman came back to her, 
" It would be a thousand pities that you 
should not have this becoming pink dress." 

Poor silly girl! she was laying up for 
herself a store of sorrow by indulging in these 
feelings of vanity. 

Vanity was Bessie's besetting sin, and as 
vanity is a feeling y not an adion, it comes 
upon us before we are aware, and therefore 
is, perhaps, more diJQBcult to cure than any 
other fault. 

^e best way of stopping it, is, not by 
Masoning against it, "but \>y c^i^cSsMi^ ^-va 
thoughts continually. If tTaia \a dLOXia ^^- 
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severingly, we shall leam, almost, as it would 
seem by instinct, when our imaginations are 
becoming vain, and shall put a stop to them 
without "being obliged to pause and consider ; 
just in the same way as we turn back and 
check ourselves suddenly, when we find our- 
selves running into any bodily danger. 

There are habits of thought as weU as 
habits of action; but they are difficult to 
acquire, and easily lost, and therefore, too 
often, persons think it impossible to attain 
to them. 

It would havfe been well for Bessie if she 
had known where her silly vanity was lead- 
ing her. She might have then paused in 
time, but one sinful habit indulged in 
always leads to another, and so the heart 
becomes hard, and we cease to see our own 
danger. 

Bessie Sutton's ideas on the subject of 
Confirmation were, as has been shown, ex- 
ceedingly vague. Her heart was so set on 
the pomps and vanities of the world, that she 
had no room left for holy thoughts and ^cid. 
desires. We must "put ^^«:5 Sx<^\s^. ^^ '^ 
hurtful things, all ^ia^i ^^^^\^-^^. ^^^^ ^^ 
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desires, before our bodies become fit to be 
the temple of the most holy God. 

It was Thursday, and the day for the girls 
to assemble at the vicarage for their weekly 
class. Mrs Turnbull, who was always kind 
and neighbourly, begged Miss Gardiner to 
spare Bessie to attend it, undertaking to do 
her work for her in the meantime.. 

The girls assembled at the vicarage at the 
given hour; there were fpurteeri of them in 
all, and Mr Manners looked round on them 
with a kind smile as he entered the room, 
thinking how nice, and modest,' and weU- 
behaved they looked, and hoping. that Con- 
firmation would be the turning point in many 
of their lives, and bring a real blessing from 
above upon them. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

^ rpHEEE are certain occasions on which ife 
. J- , is very important to us to look back 
upon our past lives and examine how ttiey 
have been spent, in order that by thinking 
seriously of our faults, we may be enabled, 
through the help of God's Holy Spirit, to 
repent truly of our former sins, and also to 
guard ' against them for the time to come. 
Such occasions, my dear young friends," said 
Mr. Manners, "are. Confirmation and a first 
Communion, for being then on the point of 
solemnly renewing our baptismal vows, and 
ofifering ourselves for admission to the highest 
Christian blessing, the Lord's Supper, it is 
especially needful to be in earnest in strug- 
gling against the temptations which so easily 
beset us. ' I have talked to you already of 
the need we have to set ourselves to work in ^ 
earnest to try and root out the smallest t^aa^^ I 
of evil we find lurking Vi^iltm. "v^s^^ %x^^ass^ / 
when yon are about to \>e> ^toaXX^?^^'^ ^c5«^- 
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finnation into the full fellowship of the 
Christian Church, in which you have hitherto 
been but children, now is the time to examine 
yourselves by the light of the gospel, and 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

" In order to make this clear to you, it irf 
necessary to go over subjects with which you 
have been familiar from your childhood, so 
I will begin my lesson to-night by asking 
you to tell me what was your baptismal 
vow, the promise made for you by your 
sponsors ?" 

Sophy. "That I would renounce the devil 
and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, and aU the sinful lusts oi 
the flesh." 

Mr Manners, " Yes, that is the first vow ; 
now, Bessie, tell me what was the second 
part ?" 
^ Bessie, "That I should believe all the 
particles of the Christian faitL" 
1 Mr Manners, "And the third ?" 
I ' Jane, " That I should keep God's holy will 
/And comwandmentB, and walk in the same 
^^ the days of my life.'' 

■^^ J/anners. " Yes ; that is t\i^ ^o^ 1^"^ 
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are now going to take upon yourselves in the 
presence of God. He, for His part, took you 
for His child in your baptism, and now the 
time has come when you are required to give 
your full assent to this act and deed on your 
behalf, before God, on His part, will confirm 
His former deed. Thus, the service of Con- 
firmation begins by the assertion, that only 
those are to be confirmed, that is, to have the 
outward act of laying on of hands, and the 
inward gift of God's Holy Spirit, who know 
the terms on which salvation is to be had„ 
and who are prepared of their own act and 
deed to accept those terms. Open your 
prayer-books at the service, and will you, 
Mary, read the latter part of the Exhorta- 
tion r 

Mary, "To the end, that children being 
now come to years of discretion, and having 
learned what their godfathers and godmothers 
promised for them in baptism, they may 
themselves with their own mouth and con- 
sent, openly before the Church, ratify and . 
confirm the same ; and also "^lOYCL^sfc^^iJoa^Xs^ 1 
the grace of God they mW. e^OTOiQ^^ ^c^^^!3« 
our themselves faitM\ii\y \>o o\^%^y^^ ^^ 



y 
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things as they by their own confession have 
assented to." 

Mr Manners. "Now, Jane, tell me in three 
words what those things are which your god- 
fathers and godmothers promised for you ?" - 
• "Eepentance, faith, and obedience," said 
Jane. . 

Mr Manners. "What are the three things 
you promised to renounce V* 

Sophy. "The devil, the world, and the 
flesL" . . 

Mr Mannas. Now, girls, I entreat you to 
pause and consider what those three words 
represent. First, you promise to resist and 
£ght manfully against our great spiritual 
enemy the devil, who goes about as a roaring 
lion seeking whom he may devour. As we 
have a real enemy to fight against, so we 
must seek for a real friend to help us in the 
great battla God, the Holy Ghost, will help 
us if we ask Him, and will clothe us in Hi? 
spiritual armour. Tell me, Grace, what i 
the * whole armour of God ?' Look in Eph( 
sians, the sixth chapter and tenth ar 
following verses.'* , 
G^ace. ^^ Finally, my breth.Teiij'be ^fccoii' 
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the Lord, and in the power of His might. 
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
deviL For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood .... therefore take unto you the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand, i Stand therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, and having on 
the breastplate '. of righteousness • and your 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace ; above all, taking the shield of faith 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God." ; 
• Mr Manners, "This is the Christian's 
armour, and with these weapons you are 
called upon to 'fight the good fight of faith :* 
f Enter not into the path of the wicked, and 
go not in the way of evil men.' * Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing/ 
Avoid bad. companions, and try to kae."^ c^^ 
the straight and naxiow ^^^5 \r3 *^^^as^ ^ 
God's grace. We piay OoQl \io\» \» ^asw^ "^ 
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into temptation, let ns see that we do not 
wilfully put ourselves in the way of it. 
Eesist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
You promise also to give up the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world ; do not delude 
yourself with the idea that this is an easy 
promise to keep, or that you will be able of 
your own strength to keep it. It is hard, very 
hard, to live in the world, and yet not of the 
world ; and so with the third thing we have 
to renounce the heart. Purity of heart is the 
only real safe-guard for purity of conduct. 
We must watch against the entrance and 
indulgence of evil, vain thoughts in ourselves, 
and we must also be very careful how we do 
or say anything which may encourage such 
a tone of mind in others. I do not wish to 
frighten you by thus pointing out the diffi- 
culties of a Christian life. If you really 
lean to do your best when, in the presence 
God and man, you pronounce that solemn 
I do' on your Confirmation day, you need 
not fear but that the seven-fold gifts of the 
Spirit will he given to you, and will help 
^oa onward on your course. Wken tern^W 
^^on cpmes, resist it through. t\iei s^^c.^ oi 



THE HTLLFOBD CONFIRMATION. 79 

God, which never fails those who ask for it, 
and then, when the temptation is over, you 
-jmll feel stronger and better able to resist the 
devil the next time he assails you. Think 
of your Saviour who was tempted and who 
resisted. He was led up of the Spirit to be 
tempted of the devil. Three times the 
tempter assailed Him, but three times was 
he beaten back. First came the temptation 
of the senses, ' Command that these stones 
be made bread.' Next, the temptation of 
vain glory, ' If Thou be the Son of God, cast 
Thyself down.' Again, the temptation of 
worldly power, ' All this will I give Thee, if 
Thou wilt fall down and worship me.' But 
it moved not the Holy Jesus! He was 
tempted like as we are. He had like feelings, 
like passions to ours, but He failed not ! Oh^ 
think on that wonderfiil scene ! Think how 
He withstood temptations, and pray Him as 
a Friend to stand by you, and enable you to 
resist the devil, and to be proof against the 
allurements of the world and the weakness 
of the flesh. However wano. ^xv^l ^csssKxa^ 
your resolutions may "b^ at ^^ \h5si<^,'ViSs^^^^st 
earnestly yon may puxpo^^ ^o ^^s^cN.^ ^a^- 
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self to God, yet you mtist look at once and 
always to God for help ; lay your weakness 
at the foot of that cross where He who went 
through human life and felt human weakness 
for you died. Make Him your 'guide unto 
death/ and He wiU never leave you nor 
forsake you. And now we come to the 
second part of our vow — Faith. 

"Do you honestly and sincerely believe 
all the articles of the Christian Faith ? This 
is a question you must each put to yourselves. 
When you go home to-night, I should like each 
of you to repeat to. yourselves the Apostles* 
Creed, sentence by sentence, examining your- 
selves by each, to see if you have ever thought 
enough' about it to believe it with all your 
heart and mind. If you can feel this, and if 
you feel that you .wish to renounce the devil 
and his works, and to repent you truly for 
your sins past, then you will find less diffi- 
1^ ^ulty in reaUsing the third part of your voWi 
^ ! Obedience.' If we firmly believe in Christ's 
I great sacrifice for us, then, loving Him above 
w^aJI things, we shall have a pleasure in obeying 
f'^w, and walking in His Mild aTiS^.i^^v. 
'^yVhat does the tisTQiO^ ^aj ^^«i\ i"*^^ 
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candidates for Confinnation have made their 
vow and said ' I do ?' " 

Sophy. "Our help is in the name of the 
Lord.'' 

Mr Mav/ners, " Can you think why he says 
this at that moment ?" 

Sophy. "For fear we should make the 
vow, meaning to keep it in our strength." 

Mr Manners. "Yes, he leads you to feel 
the need of God's help, for in His name only 
can you find grace and strength to make or to 
abide by your choice ; and as if the sense of 
your own weakness came strongly upon you, 
you carry on the words of the bishop, and 
declare that you look for help in His name 
*who hath made heaven and earth.' Then 
the bishop will give thanks and say, ' Blessed 
be the name of the Lord ;' and you take up 
the word of thanksgiving, and say, ' Hence- 
forth world without end.' After which the 
bishop pours forth a prayer for help, and be- 
seeches the Lord to hear, 'Lord, hear our 
prayer,' when you add, ' And let our cry come a 
imto Thea' And now we come to ths.^gw^v'M 
which the bishop cai\a \rgo\v*0^<i ^y^-^^^^sas^ 
to offer up v^ith liim, * i^Jma^^^l ^^^ "^^ 



^raijrrr,^ 



JeATlZlZ T*\:^ Tlij Z2SS^ TUCrSIfitl ID 



^'^i-, L-^e ^-1" 5S7T-ZI5 J^ TaCK fillL 

T^ rifiSfArJL riifis. «J LjuL Tiri lie Hjtr 
Ohcsx "lift ".-■Tnrr:T%»r nui iaoLy ^iTPasg ift 
tiiem T.ij maniDiiii 71^ -of grace, rae spn^ 
cf "viivtcm and TntftaTsm -nifmir the spizsc of 
nr*nn.Hfti and itlgsuLt' acceictiL zh& sgirbi of 
licnov^lf-Ai^ and rme ^nGdlinei^ ami £11 dbem, 
I»rrl, witk tiie jpirin cf T!iy ioly fear; ncnr 
^tA tor ever, Amen.' Thfff teunifiil piajer 
Ma^/:h, first, what God Las already done far 
yoTif jV/nl, what mercy you have aLceadf le- 
f-^^f"/] in baptiam when yon were made a 
tftfmyjf^ iA Christ, a child of God, and an 
irih^xritor of the kingdom of hearen; and 
\\\mi it ^/x;0 on to ask God to ' confirm His 
\(mt\t^ j(ift«/to increase them; 'Strengthen 
Mimn/mich are the words; 'strengthen them, 
WM Uim^M'Sx Thee, O Lord,' which means, 
f'<'nfimi thoni, make them stronger in the 
Cuilli, >\ti(l how is this to be done? Even 
l».y Mm Holy (IhoBt the Comforter. This is 
Z/^// vovy owl and object o£ Coiifcrai^^i'OTL-, 
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the Holy Ohost^ that, jnst as on the first 
Christians the apostles' hands were laid, and 
they received the Holy Ghost, so yon, by 
using the same means of grace, have the same 
gift as they had. You do not come to it as 
a mere outward, lifeless ceremony, but as an 
act. which, if lightly performed, enables you 
to receive wonderful spiritual power, gifts 
and graces, strength, help, and blessing from 
above. All this you need ; you need to be 
strengthened in your path ; you need spirit- 
ual support ; you need your heavenly 
Father's blessing, and you need continual 
help and guidance, and hence the bishop 
prays God after this manner, ' Daily increase,' 
in those that are confirmed, * Thy manifold 
gifts of grace, and fill them now and for ever 
with the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit 

"Why should you think, Mary," coatinued 
the vicar, "that the Holy Ghost is spoken of 
83 'sevenfold?'" 

"To enable Him to help us in different 
ways," said Mary. 

"Yes," said the vicar, "as our nejds and 

our temptations are d\SeterL\», ^^ ^'^ ^^^^ 

diversities of gifts oi \k^ ^^i-^OTSi^ ^-^gs:^ 
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But now you must go home, girls, as it is 
late. Think of all I have said to you, and 
let your preparation for Confirmation be 
earnest, and real, and not mere lip-service. 
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CHAPrER XL 

BESSIE SUTTON looked anxiously out of 
the window very often during the next 
few days to see if the packman was coming 
back for the pink dress ; but days passed by, 
and she saw nothing of him. Meanwhile she 
spent a great deal of time every day in looking 
at the much coveted treasure, and the more 
she looked at it the more she longed to have 
it for her own. The drawer in which she 
had placed it was full of odds and ends be- 
longing to Miss Gardiner; little boxes and 
baskets, and several things of the same de- 
scription, at which Bessie had no business to 
peep. Bessie had, however, no feelings of 
honour, and she thought there was no harm 
in satisfying her idle curiosity. One day she 
opened a small japan box, and looked over 
its contents. There was a rusty pen-knife, 
some boys' marbles, and in the comet Q.^xs>AkL 
coin. She turned the t\i\xi^^ o-viJ^ cs^'*^^*^^'^^^ 
to look at them, and, to \iet ^\vrg^^>^^'^^'^ 
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that the coin was apparently gold — it was a 
half-sovereign, with the head of George III. 
upon it 

"It is really gold," thought she, "Miss 
Gardiner must have put it by and forgotten 
it ; I wish it was mine, I could have the pink 
dress if it were, and I don't believe Miss 
Gardiner knows that she has it, she would 
never miss it." 

With a sigh of envy she replaced the coin 
in the little box, and put it back in the drawer. 
She took another look at the muslin, it seemed 
to her fresher and prettier than ever. 

All that night visions of herself in the pink 
dress floated before the siUy girl's mind's eye 
— ^if that half-sovereign were but hers, she 
thought, would not that be delightful ? 

Scarcely anything is more difficult to decide 
than the question, in what the pomps and 
vanities of the world consist? They differ 
according to the circumstances of each indi- 
vidual The luxuries of a palace, and orna- 
ments, and costly dress, are not, for instance, 
wrong tor a, queen, because they properly 
belong to her high statioiL "But. ^ii<ea ^^ 
JtHus^ remember that they do Tiot \iTOi% \}ckSk 
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same temptations to a queen that they would 
do to a person in a different station of life 
•who would not be accustomed to them. 

The queen, probably, having been all her 
life used to these things, never thinks of them 
at all, and so they are not the snare to her 
that the pink muslin dress was to Bessie 
Sutton. 

Miss Manners had written out some texts 
for the girls to read often during their pre- 
paration for Confirmation, and one of these 
was: — 

"Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
For aU that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever," (1 John ii. 15-17.) 

These words were well known to Bessie, 

but it is to be feared the knowledge of them , 

had gone no further than her mind; they had. { 

not penetrated into Tcier soxii, ?)Si^ ^^ *^^ ^^^ 

seed sown in hex heart i^\^. otl ^\s>rDq ^cs^ss^ 
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and withered away, because it lacked the 
moisture of the dew of heaven, which is like 
God's grace. 

The days passed away, and still the dress 
lay in the drawer, and still the packman 
did not come for it 

"He will surely come to-day," thought 
Bessie, as she looked longiogly at her much 
wished for treasure. 

At last his step was heard in the lane, and 
Bessie's heart beat wildly. A fearful temp- 
tation seized her, she opened the japan box, 
seized the half-sovereign, and ran with it to 
the door. 

"I have got the money, sir," said she, 
breathlessly, " and I wish to keep the pink 
muslin dress." So saying, she held out the 
stolen coin to him. 

"Ah! I thought you would manage it 
against I came again," said the ms^n, care- 

tlessly taking the money. " I must give you 
back sixpence, unless there is anything else 
you would like instead," and he was proceed- 
iug^ to undo his straps and open his pack. 
^'Oh, no, indeed, please notT exdaini^eii 
Bessie in a fright. " I am T3vaiite3L \x?-^\ait^ 
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and my mistress will be very angry if she 
hears me talking." 

Her distress was so very evident that the 
man was surprised, but as it was no concern 
of his, he gave her the sixpence change, and 
walked on. 

It was done! She was a thief. Bessie, 
with all her longings for the dress, had never 
thought she could have sunk to that depth, 
but the temptation had come to her, and she 
had not withstood it. She had not put on 
the whole armour of God, and so one of the 
fiery darts of the devU had struck her impre- 
pared. . 

She felt much frightened when she saw 
the man go away; it was too late then to 
draw back. Then came the second tempta- 
tion, "After all, there was no harm done. 
The pink dress would be much more useful 
to her than the money was to Miss Gardiner, 
who had evidently forgotten all about it, 
and," as Bessie thought, "if people were so 
careless with their money, they deserved to 
lose it." 

She made an excuse iox ^^^S^ "^^^^s^ ^r^^s<^- 
ing, by pretending tha.\. V^"^ ts^^'O^^^ ^^ecc^ss^ 
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her at home, and hiding the parcel under her 
shawl, she carried ofif the dress to a young 
woman who was a dressmaker, and asked her 
to make it up for her. 

When once the dress was safe out of the 
house, Bessie's fright began to lessen. "Miss 
Gardiner was never likely to miss the money, 
or if she did, she would not guess that Bessie 
had taken it," and so the accusing voice of 
conscience was stifled, and another sin was 
added to those Bessie would one day be 
called upon to give an account o£ 

Meanwhile, Sarah lay up-stairs quite un- 
conscious of all that was going on below. 
Her strength was failing fast, and she had 
caught a cold which fell heavily on her in 
her weakened state. 

Sophy was constantly at her bedside, as 
Mrs Tumbull, seeing what a comfort the 
little girl's gentle ways were to poor Sarah, 
allowed her to be with her as much as 
possible. 

Under her influence, and by the teaching 
of Mr Manners, Sarah began to see the par- 
ticulax form of evil into winch. \i^t \>^^^\»\»m^ 
^^ Iiad led hex. She had 'kep^ 'k'et i^^T^ 
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SO mucli to herself, that it was long before 
she could even now realise the extent to 
which her over-scrupulousness on very small 
and insignificant points had come between 
her and her clear knowledge of her duty. 
She had read of good people in books, and 
the lives they lead seemed to her so pure and 
holy, that nothing short of perfection was to 
be borne according to her views. Now, how- 
ever, as she lay on her bed of suffering, a 
veil seemed to be gradually withdrawn from 
her eyes, and the fuU beauty of Sophy's 
simple Christianity shone forth to her. 

"Whatever Sophy had to do, she did heartily, 
not hurrying it over as if longing to have 
done with it, and not doing it with seK-satis- 
faction, but each duty seemed to come 
naturally to her, and to be done without any 
thought of herseK; and in this sweet unsel- 
fishness, Sarah now discovered, lay the charm 
of Sophy's character. 

We aU think we know what unselfishness 

is, but there is more in it than most people 

think. There was no selfishness in our i 

Blessed Lord. He nevet ^-^^^^ ^^S^sss^ 

when any one wanted ^\a V^S^. "^'^ ^'^^ 
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sought His own glory, or to do His own 
will! How difiTerent is the spirit of the 
world to the spirit of Christ ! How many of 
us live only for self, love self above all things, 
and seek before all else to please self? 

The question that suggested itself to Sarah's 
mind now was, " Am I living for self, or am 
I trying to be unselfish like my Saviour?" 
This is a question which it would be well if 
all would ask themselves. There are so 
many different kinds of selfishness. First, 
there is the selfishness that shows itself in 
thinking only how to please one's self with- 
out giving a thought to the wishes of others, 
a selfishness which asks only, " What shall / 
eat ? what shall / drink ? and wherewithal 
shall / be clothed ? how shall / amuse my- 
self ?" This was the sort of selfishness that 
Bessie Sutton had given way to, and we see 
by her example what a dangerous thing it is to 
suffer to grow in the heart. Then there is the 
selfishness which shows itself when a person is 
ill or in trouble, and makes him forget to be 
thoughtful tor others, a selfishness which is 
nlways complaining and fretM,anA^\iiOti^x- 
jpects every one and everytliing to ^Ne^w«j \fi 
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it, and which will not even try to be patient 
and cheerfuL And then, more than all, 
worse than any other kind of selfishness, 
there is the selfishness of vanity, a selfishness 
which is always trying to pnt sdf forward, 
which wants the first place for itself, which 
likes to be made much of, to be highly 
thought of by others, and which is therefore 
discontented and out of spirits, or out of 
temper if it cannot attain its end. 

This was the kind of feeling that had led 
to Sarah's unhappy life. If she could have 
been content to see others loved and happy 
without envying them, she would probably 
have been more loved and happy herself. 
Selfishness in one form or another is at the 
root of nearly all our sins ; for two feelings 
are for ever struggling in the human heart — 
the love of God, and the love of self, and till 
we have determined that, by God's* grace, self 
shall be kept under, we shall be always falling 
into sin. 

Great opportunities of self-sacrifice do not 
often come to us, but little opportunities 
come nearly every day, aTA'"& csKix.^^'^^ '^^ 
to be calm and good, ^^ Ta».^^> ^^^ ^^^y^ ^ 
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all times to sacrifice self. Doing this will not 
onlymake onr lives good anfl useful, but happy. 

Thoughts such as these filled Sarah's mind 
after listening to Mr Manners' kind words of 
teaching, and as she lay in pain and agony 
on her dying bed, she mourned and lamented 
deeply over her past selfishness and wasted 
opportimities for doing good. 

Now, as her life was drawing to an end, 
her heart was softened completely, and she 
longed to feel herself worthy to enter into 
that rest which she knew was prepared for 
her in heaven. Yes! she was dying! her 
young life was fast drifting away, and though 
she would fain have lived on, and tried to 
lead a higher life, she was content to leave 
it all in God's hands. 

One thing she longed for most ardently, 
and that was, that she might be permitted to 
receive the blessed sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper before she died. 

All her hardness of character had melted 

iway, she seemed like one whose spirit had 

?6!fl puri&ed by suffering, and her longing 

isli was that ere she left this ea.iVXi^'^Tm.^t 

admitted into the fullest aTidT[u^<is\.^x\N\r 

"^^e of a member of Christ's QiUTc\u 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

ME MANNEES was on Ms way to visit 
Sarah the following day when he was 
surprised to see two policemen stopping at 
the gate. 

"Is anything amiss?" said he, as they 
respectfully stood aside to let him enter. 

" Yes, sir, we have a warrant to apprehend 
a girl who lives here as servant-maid," said 
one of them. 

" Indeed ! I think there must be a mis- 
take," said Mr Manners. "Miss Gardiner 
keeps no servant." 

"Ko sir, not in a general way, I know," 
said the policeman, *' but there is a girl called 
Sutton working here now, and she it is we 
have to take before the magistrates for pass- 
ing off bad money as good." 

"I must inquire about this," said the vicar. 
*' I hope and believe there is a mistake. V^x.- 
haps abe did not "kao^ \Jaa tcvss^^^ \Ri\>fc\s^^ 

''That may be, air;' ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^- 
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*'but there is so much bad money about, that 
the magistrates are determined to make a 
stand about it, and last night a commercial 
traveller slept at the Dragon Inn in the next 
village, and paid his bill this morning with a 
bad half-sovereign. The landlord found it 
out, and the man swears he got it from this 
girl here;* 

" It is a bad business," said Mr Manners; 
" but this man is a stranger, and how are we 
to prove that he is speaMng the truth, and 
not wilfully putting the fault on an innocent 
person V* 

" The only way to prove her innocence is 
to bring the girl before the magistrates to see 
what she has to say in her own defence," said 
the policeman, knocking at the door as he 
spoka 

After a few moments' delay, Miss Gardiner 
opened it herself, and seemed much surprised 
at the sight of such unexpected visitors. 

Bessie was called for in vain ; she was no- 
where to be seen. They searched kitchen, 
and parlour, and every comer of the house 
where it was possible slie m^\. \ife tdMen^ 
but without finding her. 
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"What has she done?" said Miss Gardi- 
ner. 

" She has tried to pass bad money for good," 
said the policeman, "at least, the bag-man. 
swears it was she who gave him the bad half- 
sovereign, and, really, her having hidden away 
in this manner does not prove much for her 
innocence." 

"A bad half-sovereign !" said Miss Gardi- 
ner, turning pale, " where could she have got 
it from? will you step inside a moment if 
you please while I look in my drawer ?" 

So saying, Miss Gardiner led them into 
the parlour, and opened the drawer in which 
Bessie had placed the dress. 

There was no pink muslin there now, how- 
ever, the dress having been, as we know, taken 
to the dressmaker's by Bessie. But Miss 
Gardiner opened the small black box, and 
drew from it, with trembling hands, an old 
pen-knife and two or three marbles. In vain 
she shook the box and examined the comers 
carefully, there was nothing else there. 

" I see it all now," she exclaimed, " she is 
a wicked girl, and tb.^ ^oon'st ^^ Ss^ XjSsss^ 
off to prison the bettex V 
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She then proceeded to explain the history 
to Mr Maimers and the two policemen. 

Years ago, when Miss Gardiner was young, 
her whole affection was given to a little 
brother, a delicate child, who died early, and 
for his sake she kept treasured up in a little 
box that had been his, a few of his posses- 
sions. The old knife and the marbles had 
been amongst his favourite toys, and she re- 
membered as if it were yesterday, that an 
uncle of his had sent the child from London 
a set of imitation coins, with which he was 
much delighted. They were all lost or 
thrown away except this little brass half- 
sovereign, which she had carefully put away 
in memory of the dear child now dead. 

This explanation was quite clear, and 
proved the pack-man to have spoken the truth; 
but, at the same time, it proved Bessie's guilt 

Mr Manners was much distressed. He 
remembered that Bessie had attended his 
Confirmation classes most regularly, and as 
far as he could judge from her manner, had 
^eined seriously to wish for Confirmation. 
ci conduct in one so yo\m^ ^lA ^riVi^ 
■^^ed so innocent was a temJcAft ^Joixi^. 
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Meanwhile, the policemen continued their 
search in every direction for the culprit, and 
for some time in vain. At last, one of them 
happening to glance upwards to a loftabove the 
cow-house, caught sight of a piece of a print 
dress hanging on a naiL There was no ladder 
near, though Miss Gardiner assured him that 
there had been one she knew that morning. 
Another, however, was soon found, and the 
policemen mounted it and got into the loft, 
where, hidden away among some straw, sat 
Bessie, trembling and crying with fright. 
She had seen the policemen coming up the 
lane, and her conscience telling her of whom 
they were in search, she had taken refuge in 
the loft at the back of the house, and dragging 
the ladder up after her, had felt tolerably 
safe while the house was being searched. 

Poor Bessie ! this was the end of her 
vanity and love of dress! If it had not 
been for that, she might now have been 
innocent instead of being a thief ! In order 
to be smartly dressed at the ConiBrmation, 
she had fallen into this great sin, and na^ 
she was led off a pTisone-T \iCi \)cifc \s^a!^^sK!^>^i®k 
in bumiliation and disai^Lce, ^Wa.^ ^ ^i^^ocv^^ 
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a few short weeks will work. This was Mr 
Manners' thought as he turned away from 
the sad sight of Bessie's trouble, and prepared 
to go to the bed-side of Sarah Grardiner. 

When the Confirmation classes had been 
begun, there had appeared very little differ- 
ence to the casual observer, between any or 
the girls ; but now a great rent seemed open- 
ing in the little circle, and two out of the 
number at least were separated from the 
others by a great gulf fixed ! ^ 

Sarah, with all her sufferings, was far, far 
happier than Bessie, for Sarah now had learned 
to feel Who it was that afflicted her, and to 
leave all in her heavenly Father's hands, 
knowing that He would do all things welL 
The more she thought about heaven, and the 
more she tried to be patient, even as Christ 
was patient, the more full of joy and peace 
she was, because she felt that the things of 
this world were passing so fast away that it 
was not worth while being anxious and 
troubled about them. 
It has been well said, "One word from 
Christ at once calmed the tiOAxJcAftSL ^i^-a.^ <3Vi<^ 
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glance from Him to us can do the same with 
us now." 

Many times during the day little trials of 
temper came to Sarah ; sometimes the high 
wind would make the door slam, sometimes 
the hot Sim came in at the window and made 
her eyes ache, and the pain would keep her 
awake during the long night hours, longing, 
and yet dreading, for the day to dawn, but 
she tried to overcome her fretfulness, and 
every time one of these trials came, she 
would say to God in her heart, " Teach me 
to be patient, help me not to give way to 
temper." And we may be sure that she did 
not ask in vain 1 



i 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

ME MANNEES visited Sarah very often 
now, and as time went on, and she be- 
came more and more resigned to the great 
change that was drawing nearer to her every 
day, she looked forward to the vicar's visit 
with inte?^se longing, knowing that he wonld 
help her in eveiy way in his power. He 
knew of her great wish to be allowed to 
receive the Holy Communion before she died, 
and knowing the rule of the Church was, 
" There shall none be admitted to the Holy 
Communion untO. such time as he be con- 
firmed, or he ready and desirous to he con- 
firmed^* he felt that he could not be doing 
wrong in granting her request. He explained 
to her that the Church takes the will for the 
deed, that though she insists on outward 
forms as conveying inward grace, yet where 
^Ae outward forms are impossible to be 
mobtained, she dispenses with tiiem, ^sA ^xsl^- 
^^ses that inward grace may Toe oVA^^m^^ Vl 
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we are really in earnest in wishing to receive 
it 

Early one morning, about a week before 
the day fixed for the Confirmation, a great 
change came over SaraL Her cough left 
her, but her weakness increased to such an 
extent, that it became evident to those who 
were watching* her that the end was very 
near. Mr Manners was sent for, and he at 
once saw that the holy service should be held 
without delay. 

Sarah smiled faintly as she saw the simple 
preparations being made in her room ; she was . 
too weak to speak, but her mind was stiU 
perfectly clear. 

Miss Manners came too, to join in the 
service, and knelt with Miss Gardiner by the 
bed. 

The peace of God that passeth understand- 
ing filled that little room as the solemn feast 
was held, and the watchers drew near with 
faith, and received that blessed sacrament to 
their great and endless comfort. 

Sarah lay quite still when it was over, 
veij quiet, but so Taa.YS'l^ ^^^ ^^^^ \sftisig 
led into green paatvxx^^, «xA 1^^ ^^^^S^v '^ 
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spiritual manna from on high, and now that 
she was about to pass over the dark river, to 
traverse alone the valley of the shadow of 
death, she feared no evil, for she knew that 
the Good Shepherd would be near, and His 
rod and His staff would comfort her. 

Miss Grardiner did not wish to prosecute 
Bessie for her theft; so, after being taken 
before the magistrates and warned against a re- 
petition of her sin, she was sent home in dis- 
grace, the magistrates rightly judging that her 
loss of character and the remarks of her neigh- 
bours would prove sufiacient punishment. 

The history of her sin and its sad conse- 
quences had been carefully kept from Sarah, 
as her friends did not wish to pain her by 
the account, but it had a great effect on Miss 
Gardiner. She knew she had never really 
loved her niece till now, aU her tenderness 
had been given to the memory of the little 
brother who had been taken from her. Like 
many other silent, self-contained people, she 
had kept her one sorrow so long hidden in 
her heart, and brooded over it so often in 
jprlvate, that it seemed at last to abaoib her 
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whole nature, and prevent her from feeling 
any love and sympathy with those around 
her. 

When in her surprise at the loss of the 
child's coin, she had betrayed the story of 
her life, she was astonished at the relief it 
gave her to speak of it. Mr Manners had 
spoken so kindly to her on the subject, and 
not at all as if he was surprised, that the 
poor woman felt for the first time what a 
relief it was to her long pent-up feelings to 
know the blessing of sympathy. 

We most of us know how pleasant it is to 
have some friend to whom we can tell all our 
trouble and all our joy, being quite sure of 
sympathy. 

Now, the Bible shows us how full of sym- 
pathy our Blessed Lord was. In the story 
of the widow of Nain, we read that when 
Christ saw the poor mother crying so sadly 
as she followed the funeral of her only son 
He bad compassion on her; He felt for her 
sorrow and said to her, "Weep not," And 
then, when by His great power He had 
brought her son to M^ ^^^53ccl, '^'^ ^'^s^ ^"s^sis* 
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merely satisfied with that, btit He waited to 
see him come to life again, and He delivered 
him Himself to his mother, thus showing her 
that He took part in her joy just as much as 
He had taken part in her grief. 

This is true sympathy which bids us re- 
joice with them that do rejoice as well as 
weep with those that weep. 

This is a Christian grace aiid virtue we 
should all try to cultivate, and at no time is 
it more important for us to think of these 
things than in the solemn period of prepara- 
tion before Confirmation. 

If we wish to have the " mind of Christ," 
we must think a great deal about His sym- 
pathy, and we must try all we can to follow 
His exampla We must try to feel for those 
that are in sorrow. It may often happen that 
we can do nothing to help those who are un- 
happy, but we can always listen kindly when 
they teU us of their troubles, and we can ask 
God to help them, though we cannot do so 
ourselves. And we must learn also to be 
really glad when others are pleased. We 
must not allow envious f eelinga \« leraaisi in 
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our hearts, but we must pray to be able to 
rejoice with them that rejoice, and to be as 
glad as if the happiness were our own. 

Mr Manners' sympathy was a great and 
lasting comfort to Miss Gardiner. It seemed 
at last as if a ray of sunshine had penetrated 
the icy crust which years of reserve had frozen 
round her heart. 

When once the sunshine of hope can pierce 
its way through the clouds of despair, then 
indeed there is promise of dawn after long 
night! 

Sarah sank very rapidly after the day in 
which her great wish was realised, and she 
was permitted to receive the blessed sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. 

It seemed as if God granted her a lull after 
the storm of her illness, for now she lay with- 
out pain, patiently waiting for the end which 
she knew was very near. 

And so it was. One night as she lay 
quietly as usual in her bed, her aunt sitting 
by her, she raised herseK suddenly from her 
piUows, a bright smile upon her lips as she 
wiispered, "Yes I my liOt^L «sA ^^s^^^ss^ss-^ 
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am ready." She then sank back again in her 
bed, and with one long sigh, her spirit passed 
away. Her short life on earth was over, and 
now an eternal life was to begin. 

** Oh, happy retribution, 
Short toil, eternal rest 
For mortals and for sinners, 
A mansion with the blest '^ 



) 
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CHAPTEE XIV 

SAEAH'S funeral took place two days be- 
fore that appointed for the ConiBrmation. 

It was a lovely spring afternoon ; the birds 
were singing in the budding elm trees round 
the old church, and the flowers had abeady be- 
gun to scent the air with their sweet perfume. 

All these things the vicar noted as he 
walked to the church to join the funeral 
party, and they seemed to him to speak of 
the happy resurrection, and of the life ever- 
lasting. 

So they laid her to rest, under the shadow 
of the noble trees, and close by the church in 
which she had been baptized. 

Several of her school-friends stood by that 
newly-made grave, and as the class of girls 
met that evening at the vicarage, for the last 
time before the Confirmation, the remem- 
brance of that scene lingered amidst them, 
and it was with uimswaXl^ ^emv\a» Hs^^^^^icisJs^ 
the little party took t'iasrc ^^^\i^ 
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The vicar was scarcely less moved than 
either of the girls as he joined them. 

In that short six weeks of preparation, how 
much had happened in that little band ! Two 
out of the original party were absent ; one, 
owing to her own sin, was excluded from the 
circle, and debarred from the blessed privilege 
of Confirmation ; the other, having been ready 
and willing, had received the blessing, and 
now was taken away from the cares and 
troubles of the world, and admitted into the 
glorious liberty of the children of light ! She 
was made at her baptism an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven, and now, by God's grace, 
she had entered into her heritage. " Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be : but we know 
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like 
Him ; for we shall see Him as He is," (1 John 
iii. 2.) " Now we see through a glass, darkly ; 
but then face to face,'* (1 Cor. xiii. 12.) 
^ " Thine eyes shaU see the King in His beauty: 
% they shall behold the land that is very far 
Jo£r/'(Isa. xxxni. 17.) 

f We call oziraelves inheritoTa oi tti^'^xi^AcrccL 
^^ heaven, and say that we laope ou'^ da.^? ^>^ 
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take possession of our inheritance ; yet it is 
strange and sad to find how small a portion 
of our hearts is really given to this future 
blessedness. 

We need awakening to the fact, in the 
same manner as it was brought home to the 
Hillford girls by Sarah's death, to make us 
realise it fuUy. 

May the God of hosts, whose dwelling is 
in eternity, and whose kingdom is the king- 
dom of all ages, fill our hearts with earnest 
longings to enter into those courts where He 
reigns in never-ceasing glory. May He grant 
us His continual help, so that, despising the 
pleasures of the world, and going on from 
strength to strength, from virtue to virtue, 
we may at last appear before our Saviour 
Jesus Christ in Sion more than conquerors 
through the merits of His precious death and 
blood. 

Mr Manners' last lesson to the girls was a 
very short one. He did not go over the 
grounds of all that they had before been 
taught, and merely begged them to remem- 
ber what be had told t\ieiTCL\i^teKfc^'«xv^^5^^s^'s^^ 
never to forget, tliat in eSi \3£L^\i^^^ ^\"^^> 
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they were Christ's soldiers, bound to fight 
under His banner against sin, the world, and 
the devil, and to continue faithful unto their 
lives' end. 

He begged them to be ever on the watch 
against the crafts and assaults of their ghostly- 
enemy, remembering that he attacks each 
person on their most unguarded side. He 
knows our faults and weaknesses a great deal 
better than we do ourselves, and is always on 
the look-out for a weak point in our characters 
at which to point his arrows. Against him, 
Mr Manners told the girls, they should re- 
solve, with God's help, to be ever striving, 
never giving consent to any of those wicked 
thoughts which he throws into the mind, nor 
complying with any of those temptations 
whereby he solicits us to sin. And particu- 
larly to resolve to avoid all "pride, malice, 
and envy, aU treachery, lying, revenge, and 
cruelty, which are most properly the works ot 
the devil." 

"To do this, girls," said Mr Maimers, "we 
should reso\YQ to be steadfast in the belief of 
the being of a God, that in this ^otlovi^ (iod- 
-bead there axe tliree persona, tlaa ^^VJciax^^ixft 
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Son, and the Holy Ghost. These and all 
other points of the Greed, with the words of 
which you have been fianiiliar all your lives, 
it is now your bounden duty to make quite 
sure that you really and truly beheve. Not 
lazily accepting the belief as it has been taught 
you^ and as a whole from which it is too much 
trouble to differ, but taldng it sentence by 
sentence, and asking yourselves seriously if 
you feel with your whole heart that you can 
Bay, *I believe, before eacL'" 

Mr Manners then added a few solemn 
words on the duty of receiving the Holy 
Communion, a duty and a privilege to which 
the previous rite of Gonfirmation would admit 
them. 

"I am very sorry to part with you, my 
dear young friends," said Mr Manners, "I 
feel as if thes^ little nieetings had drawn us 
together as Christians should be drawn to- 
gether in Christ's Church, but I hope we shall 
all meet many many times in a more blessed 
and Christian way at the feast which God 
will invite you to. Do not let the serious 
impieaaiona of to-day fe.^<^ «?^^ -^^ris^wss^ 
bearing some fruit, oadlefc ^o^xlC^^^&sKas{s^^ 
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be a mark set in your life to which you will 
never be ashamed to look back. I feel a great 
and warm interest in you all, and I trust 
sincerely that this time of Confirmation may 
be blessed to you. Life is short, and death 
often comes suddenly upon the youngest of 
us. Tou have to-day seen one of your 
number laid in her last resting-place on earth. 
Who can tell whose grave will be the next 
to be dug in this quiet church-yard, whose 
soul next called to stand before its judge V 

With these solemn words, Mr Manners 
took leave of his young catechumens, after 
their six weeks' careful training, hoping that, 
on some of them at least, the lessons had not 
been bestowed in vain. Before they left, he 
gave each of the girls a card, on which was 
printed a prayer, to be used by them before 
Confirmation, and as this prayer is a very 
good and simple one, I will copy it here, 
hoping that it may be found useful in other 
parishes besides HiUford : — 



A MAYEE TO BE USED BEFORE CONFIRMATION. 



I 

W ^O most blessed God, "by \Aios^ gcaa^ I 
^^^ called into a state o£ 88lva\iou ^Axea \ 
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was baptized, and from whom cometh every 
good thought, desire, and purpose, which I 
have since felt in my heart; assist me, I 
beseech Thee, in the new dedication which I 
am going to make of myself unto Thee, whose 
I am and resolve to be to the end of my days. 
Be pleased to confirm me in my grace, and 
to strengthen me with might by Thy Holy 
Spirit in the inner man, that I may ever 
choose those things which are acceptable in 
Thy sight. Arm me, good Lord, against all 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, with a will steadfastly resolved 
never to yield to any of them. Enable me 
to persist faithfully in the performance of the 
vow, which was made in my name when I 
was baptized, and which I now intend, with 
my own mouth, to renew openly before Thy 
Church, whose devout prayers in my behalf 
I beseech Thee to hear, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen."* 

* This prayer is taken from a tract on Confirmation, 
Ko. 87, Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE long talked -of Confirmation day 
dawned at last, and the large church 
at Fairfield was thronged from end to end. 

It was a beautiful sight to see that goodly 
company of young disciples, binding them- 
selves solemnly to stand by their heavenly 
Teacher — a band of soldiers declaring them- 
selves ready to fight under the banners of 
Christ, their chosen Captain, Full of bright 
joys and hopes of youth, with their young 
hearts not yet weighed down with the cares 
and sorrows, or sins, as it may be, of later 
years, they are able to offer to God a simple, 
trusting faith, with no fear or misgiving. 
Not fear or misgiving should those young 
Christians feel, but a holy awe, a heart full 
of love to God and trust in Him, yet ot 
reverence and godly fear. 
Feel your own helplessness, grieve over 
J^our sinfulness as you niay, "bu^. tosfc m 
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Christ. He has treasures of spiritual strength 
which can never be exhausted, and which on 
this daj He is preparing to pour forth upon 
you. 

These were the thoughts that filled Mr 
Manners' mind as he saw his young flock 
take the places assigned for them in the 
church. 

It was their Confirmation day, the day on 
which the germ of aU that is holy, and " pure 
and lovely, and of good report," was to be so 
blessed as to bring forth fruit unto eternal 
lifa 

Mr Manners had tried to impress upon the 
young people the necessity of keeping their 
thoughts fixed as much as possible upon the 
solemn service, and the vow which they were 
about to make. Some time he knew would 
elapse before the beginning of the service, 
and this he advised them to employ in 
prayer and meditation. He told them that 
by kneeling they would be better able to 
encourage a devotional spirit, and be the 
better able to keep their eyes from wandering, 
but be advised them iio\.\iO ^^«s:^ SJwsoiSj^^ia*. 



i 



118 THE HULFOBD GOSFDOIAIIOX 

Bodily fatigue is often a hindrance to dero- 
ticm, and therefore, if the time was long 
before the commencement of the service, he 
told them not to hesitate to change their 
posture, and to sit and read passages of 
Scripture instead of attempting too long 
prayera 

At last the sendee began, and after the 
first address was read, the bishop, speaking 
in a clear; grave voice, asked the important 
question — 

"Do ye here, in the presence of (Jod and 
of this congregation, renew the solemn vow 
that was made in your name at your baptism, 
ratifying and confirming the same in your 
own persons, and acknowledging yourselves 
bound to believe and to do all those things 
which your godfathers and godmothers then 
imdertook for you ?" 

Then throughout that vast church echoed 
the young voices, in that short but import- 

I ant sentence — 

I ' I do." 

F A momenVa pause followed, and it seemed 
^ Miss Maunera as if then tiie lecwtdiii^ 
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angex was registering the vow in heaven, 
then the bishop took up the sentences and 
said, " Our help is in the name of the Lord." 

And so this long, long thought-of vow was 
made; aU these young persons, come together 
from many neighbouring parishes, had at the 
same moment, and in those two short words, 
enrolled themselves of their own free wiH, 
and as it were, afresh under that banner of 
Christ, which their godfathers and godmothers 
had promised for them in their infancy that 
they should fight under. No ear but that of 
God can distinguish one voice amongst the 
many in that short vow; no eye but the 
Almighty's can look into the hearts to see 
how sincerely and how earnestly the vow is 
made. But there is a day coming, when, in 
the presence of God, and before angels and 
saints, each one of us will have to stand forth 
alone, to hear our sentence for eternity, 
and the words which we repeat at our Confir- 
mation will then be recalled, either to our in- 
finite blessing, or to our unspeakable shame ! 

Sophy Tumbull was among the first girls ^ 
who were led up to tTa.^\i\^Qr5 \r> ^^^^jsi^^^^^s^ 
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gift of the laying on of hands. She had 
looked forward to that day for so long^ with 
such mingled feelings of hope and fear, that 
when the time actually arrived, it seemed to 
her more like a dream than a reality. She 
knelt where she was told to kneel, and tried 
to arouse herself and really to fed what she 
was about, but she was positively incapable 
of taking in any dear impression, and only 
succeeded in realising the fact that she was 
in God's presence and about to do something 
very important in her Christian life. 

This is frequently the case, I believe, with 
many very good Christians in their most 
solemn moments, the mind is acted upon so 
much by the body, that bodily fatigue or an 
over-excited brain frequently prevents that 
dear religious frame of mind so delightful at 
important times. 

Jane Prynne knelt next to Sophy, and her 
disposition being much cahner and less ex- 
citable than Sophy's, her prayers were very 
earnest and simple, and the poor hard-work- 
ing, and bjr no means clever girl, sent up her 
Con£jmation vow to God wi\k igeiflasK^^k «. 
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deeper sense of its meaning and high import- 
ance than many others &x more educated and 
quite as anxious to do right as she ^as. 

Miss Manners had warned the girls of the 
possibility of this feeling, as she knew how 
often great emotion seems to deaden the 
heart and almost stupify the mind. She told 
them if this feeling of insensibility came over 
them, the best thing was to try, as calmly as 
possible, to say short sentences of prayer, or 
even verses of hymns meanwhile, as very often 
a mechanical repetition of a well-known form 
of words will have a far greater effect in ar- 
ranging the scattered faculties of the mind 
than any other process. 

Sophy was frightened as she felt this numb- 
ness creeping over her mind, but by degrees 
as she sat trying to listen to the bishop's 
charge, her thoughts became more collected, 
and she gradually began to realise thQ solem- 
nity of the service in which she had been 
engaged. 

God sometimes uses Confirmation as a call 
to arouse the careless. It is to many thaJJ 
Grst step in perfoimmg \Jaa"^Qr^^ <^W>RcsJQi^ 
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— the point from which they consciously start 
their race, but it is grievous to put off so long. 
It is better to begin then than not at all, or 
than later ; but we should be much happier 
if we began in childhood, and indeed Con- 
firmation is hardly a starting-point in those 
who have been well instructed as Sophy had 
been. 

If we purposely put oflf trying to perform 
our vows till our Confirmation, thinking that 
is time enough, it is very unlikely we shall 
begin then. 

We may renew our vows, but most likely 
it will be a mere form. We must not look 
upon Confirmation as a sort of charm, which 
will set everything right for us, but as a call 
to work more diligently, a gracious call from 
God, which, if we listen to, He will give us 
renewed gifts of grace. 

If, however, you have not started already 
on the race, then Confirmation may indeed be 
a call, a starting-point, which you will be wise 
to avail yourselves of. 

Who can say what were old Mrs TumbuU's 
feelings as she saw her beloved. gt^x^Ado^ixsEL 
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kneeling in Fairfield Churcli, and listened to 
the bishop's voice as he prayed God to 
" defend them." And when the service was 
over, and the long drive home accomplished, 
the little party at the cottage that evening 
were as happy and thankful as any household 
in the village. 

Still greater joy was in store for that aged 
woman, when on the following Sunday she 
knelt with her two grandchildren as together 
they received for the first time the blessed 
sacrament of the body and blood of Christ. 
Jane Prynne was there, too, with her mother, 
who had now begun regularly to attend the 
Church services, and who found, that instead 
of hindering her in her daily work, the holy 
words and hymns seemed rather to help her 
onward on her way. Miss Gardiner, also, was 
there, dressed in deep mourning, but with a 
calm and softened expression of countenance, 
which was to Mr Manners a sign of a great 
change in her heart. There were others, too, 
at that holy communion for the first time. 
Those elderly men who the vicar had per- 
suaded to be confirmed. 
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As the vicar looked at them all in the 
church, he breathed a fervent prayer, that 
having received God's confirming grace by 
the hands of an earthly bishop, they might 
one day, young and old, rich and poor, be 
owned as good and faithful servants by the 
great Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. 



THE END. 
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